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EDITORIAL  COMMENT 


by  Mike  Garoi'aio,  Newsletter  Editor,  LM-23,  NH 


Welcome  to  the  fall  issue  of  The  Commemorative  Trail  for  1989.  I  hope 
this  issue  meets  with  your  approval  and  expectations.  I  would  like  to  thank 
all  ot  you  who  commented  on  our  past  efforts  and  who  helped  with  this 
issue.  Your  efforts  were  sincerely  appreciated.  Now  that  I  am  into  my 
second  year  as  your  editor,  I  feel  that  I  have  a  much  better  understanding 
of  what  you  want  to  see  in  each  issue  of  our  newsletter.  Publishing  this 
missive  in  a  timely  fashion  is  a  Herculean  task  that  I  don't  always 
accomplish  but  making  the  effort  is  enjoyable.  As  difficult  as  it  seems  to 
begin  each  issue,  the  fruits  of  our  labors  are  worth  the  effort. 

We  did  create  a  bit  of  controversy  with  the  SLAB  article  in  the  last 
issue.  I  feel  that  anything  that  creates  controversy  is  good  for  the  health 
of  our  organization.  Your  new  officers  are  all  quickly  adjusting  to 
their  new  responsibilities.  And  we  "old-timers"  are  trying  our  best.  In 
each  prior  issue,  I  have  begged,  pleaded,  laid  'guilt  trips',  and  generally, 
done  just  about  anything  that  I  could  to  ask  for  your  help.  Although  many 
of  you  have  responded,  NOT  ENOUGH  OF  YOU  HAVE! ! t  I'm  sure  that  you  are 
getting  tired  of  my  begging  for  help.  But  it  is  a  necessary  evil.  I  DO 
NEED  Y-O-U-R  HELP.  Don't  wait  for  someone  else  to  do  it!  We  need  Y-O-U! ! ! 


I  have  already  started  on  the  next  issue  but  it  isn't  too  late  to  send 

in  an  article,  a  story,  a  photograph,  a  letter  to  the  editor  -  ANYTHING! 

Please  think  about  it!  The  editor  should  have  to  worry  about  WHICH  articles 
to  i nc 1 ude - rather  than  if  there  are  any  articles  to  be  included!  Well,  off 
my  soapbox ! 

You  are  holding  in  your  hands  another  interesting  issue  of  TCT.  We 
have  been  honored  with  articles  by  Ray  Mercer,  Helen  Carmody  and  Michael  S. 
Turrim  and  they  are  great!  Thank  you  to  these  wonderful  people  for  sharing 
their  knowledge  with  all  of  us! 
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And  now  the  Trail  begins 


*  *  * 


THE  PRESIDENTIAL  DEPARTMENT 


*  *  * 


*  * 


by  Ray  Mercer,  R-20,  CT 


* 


As  my  first  official  act  as  President  I  would  now  like  to  thank  ALL 
our  past  officers  for  their  excellent  work  in  both  promoting  and  maintaining 
the  goals  of  our  organization.  Without  their  concern  and  zeal  we  wouldn't 
possess  the  fun  club  we  enjoy  today. 


Thanks , 


people , 


for  a 


job  well  done! 


Now  onto  the  task  at  hand.  During  my  two  years  as  President,  I  plan  on 
concentrating  on  obtaining  three  major  goals.  They  are  ... 

1.  To  increase  the  efficiency  and  output  of  each  Society  office/department. 
This  will  include  the  duties  of  the  President  to  the  YN  Rep  and 

every  officer  in  between. 

2.  To  greatly  increase  our  membership  rolls. 

3.  To  expand  our  Society's  role  in  the  field  of  education. 


By  increasing  the  efficiency  of  each  Society  "departme 
publicity,  newsletter,  administration,  etc.)  more  time  wil 
officers  to  successfully  pursue  and  promote  our  most  essen 
education,  comradeship,  and  the  chance  for  every  member  to 
old-fashioned  fun!  Simply  put,  I  don't  want  the  tedious  da 
operations  of  our  organization  to  get  in  the  way  of  its  tr 
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Once  we  get  the  day-to-day  operations  of  our  club  squared  away,  your 
officers  will  be  able  to  start  EXPANDING  our  educational  offerings.  This 
will  include  both  the  newsletter  and,  of  course,  our  meetings. 


It  takes  work  to  obtain  all  worthwhile  goals  and  those  of  our  Society 
are  no  exception.  If  YOU  are  interested  in  lending  a  helping  hand,  no  matter 
what  department,  aspect,  or  field  of  expertise,  PLEASE,  drop  me  a  note  and 
share  your  ideas.  We  can  use  help  in  ALL  ASPECTS  of  Society  life. 


Remember  what  a  famous  man  once  said. . . . 


"Do  not  ask  what  your  club  can  do  for  you,  but  ask  what  YOU  can  do  for 
your  club . " 

Your  officers  are  committed  to  greatly  improving  this  organization. 
Please  join  us? 


(I  hope  that  President  Mercer  doesn't  mind  sharing  his  space  with  this 
photograph  of  a  1937  Arkansas'  black  box  holder,  complete  with  mailing 
box,  insert  and  cotton  batting.) 
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Have  you  made  your  New  Year's  resolution?  No,  the  California  sun  hasn't 
"gotten  to  me"  as  I  write  this  department  while  sitting  on  my  patio.  This 
may  not  be  the  beginning  of  the  CALENDAR  year,  but  it  IS  the  beginning  of 
our  new  CLUB  year!  During  my  tenure  as  Vice  President,  my  goal  is  to  ensure 
that  our  Society  continues  to  thrive  —  gaining  in  numbers  and  stature 
during  the  next  two  years.  However,  in  order  to  accomplish  these  objectives, 
I  need  your  help. 


What  can  YOU  do?  Pause  for  a  few  m i nutes  right  now ,  and  think  of  at 
least  FIVE  persons  with  whom  you  are  acquainted  who  might  like  to  enroll  in 
the  Society.  Membership  should  appeal  to  anyone  who  is  concerned  with 
numismatics  and  education  relating  to  our  hobby.  Surely,  there  are 
collectors  with  whom  you  attend  club  meetings,  co-workers  with  similar 
interests  in  your  place  of  business,  people  you  meet  at  your  local  coin 
store,  and  still  others  you  often  encounter  at  shows.  Permit  them  to  read 
your  copies  of  THE  COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL,  and  invite  them  to  accompany  you 
to  our  next  meeting  in  your  area. 


Our  Society  has  been  built  on  a  strong  foundation.  Since  its  formation 
six  years  ago,  we  have  attained  the  distinction  of  becoming  the  largest 
specialized  coin  club  in  America.  Through  our  quarterly  newsletter  and  our 
programs  held  across  the  country,  we  have  proven  that  our  hobby  can  still 
be  fun  and  that  those  members  who  elect  to  do  so  may  gain  valuable 
information  from  others  who  freely  give  of  their  time  and  talent  to  share 
their  knowledge  and  expertise. 


This  is  YOUR  club,  and  its  success  depends  upon  YOU.  You  must  be 
willing  to  step  forward  and  show  your  support  for  its  endeavors.  We  need 
growing  participation  on  the  part  of  collectors.  Dealers  should  regularly 
make  application  forms  available  to  their  clients  and,  if  they  write 
newsletters,  recommend  Society  membership  to  their  readers. 


Your  officers  are  currently  working  on  a  new  club  flyer,  which  will 
promote  our  activities  and  encourage  recruitment  of  new  members.  We  will 
continue  to  present  stimulating  programs  in  conjunction  with  our  meetings 
and  to  publicize  them  as  widely  as  possible.  Our  Society  will  flourish 
through  everyone's  working  not  just  a  "little"  harder  but  a  "lot"  harder! 
By  example ,  we  can  be  our  own  best  ad vert i semen ts  for  people  to  join  our 
ranks.  Our  actions  will  do  more  to  attract  prospective  members  than  any 
other  form  of  publicity. 


Are  YOU  ready 


to  do  YOUR  share? 
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rHE  SECRETARY'S  CORNER 


»  *  *  *  » 


by  Mitch  Yee,  R-1071,  CA 


CLUB  NEWS! 


Awards!  Awards!  Awards!  Society  members  were  bestowed  numerous  honors 
at  the  Annual  ANA  Convention  in  Pittsburgh.  Medals  of  Merit  went  to  BILL 
FIVA2  ( LM-25 ,  GA)  and  PAUL  L.  KOPPENHAVER  (R-700,  CA). MICHAEL  S.  TURRINI 
(LM-31,  CA)  received  the  Outstanding  District  Delegate  award  along  with 
two  other  delegates  from  the  states  of  Colorado  and  Nebraska.  Our  very 
first  President  FRANK  W.  DUVALL  (LM-1  &  R-l,  AL)  took  third  place  for 
his  exhibit  in  the  U.S.  Coins  category  with  "Two-Cent  and  Three-Cent 
U.S.  Type  Coins."  KAY  EDGERTON  LENKER  (R-870,  CA)  won  third  place  in 
the  William  C.  Henderson  Memorial  Award  for  exhibits  of  Western  Americana 
with  her  "Collection  of  San  Diego  Exonumia".  Third-place  honors  in  the 
Heath  Literary  Award  were  won  by  CHARLES  J.  RICARD  (R-80,  IL)  lor  "John  C. 
Lighthouse,  Numismatic  Giant." 

At  the  PNG  banquet,  JULIAN  LE I DM AN  (R-508,  MD)  received  the  Sol  Kaplan 
Award,  honoring  the  PNG  member  who  has  provided  unselfish  assistance  to  law 
enforcement  and  regulatory  agencies.  Outgoing  President,  LEON  HENDRICKSON 
(R-828,  IN)  received  a  plaque  in  appreciation  for  his  support  of  the 
organ 1 zat i on . 

The  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  presented  its  awards  at  its  annual  bash. 
Best  Column  for  a  nonprofit  or  club  magazine:  "Back  to  Basics"  by  David  W. 
Lange  (R-1779,  CA),  THE  NUMISMATIST.  Best  Club  Publication  (Membership 
more  than  100):  INTERNATIONAL  PRIMITIVE  MONEY  SOCIETY  JOURNAL,  JOHN  E. 

LENKER  ( R - 869 ,  CA)  editor.  Superior  Galleries'  LAWRENCE  S.  GOLDBERG  (R-1178, 
CA)  was  presented  with  an  Award  of  Extraordinary  Merit  for  its  "The  Jack 
H.  Robinson  Collection  of  Large  Cents  &  Half  Cents"  auction  catalog.  Best 
Specialized  Book  on  Numismatic  Investments:  THE  COIN  DEALER  NEWSLETTER,  A 
STUDY  IN  RARE  COIN  PRICE  PERFORMANCE,  1963-1988,  Q.  DAVID  BOWERS  (R-548, 

NH),  editor.  L Mr .  Bowers  was  also  the  recipient  of  the  Armand  Champa  Award 
at  the  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society  meeting.]  The  Lee  Martin  Founder  s 
Award  for  Best  Investment  Newsletter:  SWIATEK  NUMISMATIC  REPORT,  ANTHONY 
SWIATEK  (R-4,  NY),  editor.  Congratulations  to  all! 

At  the  ANA's  Second  Business  Meeting  on  Saturday,  installation  of  new 
officers  took  place:  President  -  KENNETH  L.  HALLENBECK  (R-1255,  CO),  Board 
Member  -  JAMES  L.  HALPERIN  (R-1125,  TX )  and  reelected  Board  Member  -  DAVID 
L.  GAN2  (R-l 688 ,  NY).  We  wish  you  well  in  your  new  offices. 

OTHER  CLUB  NEWS: 

Michael  S.  Turrini  has  just  become  Life  Member  #  31,  of  our  Society. 
Congratulations  and  welcome.  Helen  and  Don  Carmody  contributed  over  $100.00 
of  their  unreimbursed  expenses  to  the  Society.  Diane  Wolf  has  made  a 
donation  in  the  $1.00  to  $24.99  range.  Thanks  to  all! 
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As  YN  Rep.  for  the  S.U.S.C.C.,  it  becomes  my  duty  to  get  every  young 
person  in  the  U.S.  interested  in  collecting  commemorative  coins  and  joining 
the  Commemorative  Society. 


But  lets  face  it,  fellow  travelers  on  the  Trail,  that's  not  going  to 
happen.  After  all,  myself  and  99%  of  us  began  by  collecting  cents.  The 
ranks  of  the  Commemorative  Society  won't  swell  until  general  interest  in 
collecting  coins  is  increased.  The  best  minds  in  the  ANA  are  working  on 
that  problem  and  I  certainly  do  not  think  anyone  would  expect  me  to  come  up 
with  any  better  ideas. 
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ms  that  are  already  available.  I  challenge  each 
iety  to  contact  one  school  principal  (most 
schools)  about  the  Mint's  coin  information 
Id  get  the  coin  information  program  into  the 
school,  some  young  people  will  have  to  get 
quines  on  school  letterheads  should  go  to  the 
United  States  Mint,  Washington,  DC  20220. 


Other  ideas  for  stimulating  interest  in  coin  collecting  are: 

1.  Each  of  us  should  obtain  and  use  half  dollars,  IKE  dollars,  and  SBA's. 
After  all,  they  are  available  at  lace  value,  but  they  sure  raise  some 
eyebrows  when  they  are  used  as  change . 

2.  Each  Society  member  should  buy  a  circulated  commem  (something  cheap, 
under  $10.00)  to  use  as  a  pocketpiece,  to  show  around  and  stimulate 

interest . 

3.  The  Constitution  Commemorative  Halves  are  cheap.  Every  Society  member 
should  try  to  give  at  least  5  away  as  gifts  to  non- collectors,  lor 
birthdays,  Christmas,  graduation,  good  grades,  etc. 


get 

f 


These  are  all  the  ideas  that  I  can 
some  feedback  from  all  ol  the  YN's 
I  will  certainly  try  to  accomplish 


think  of  right  now.  As  soon  as  I 
out  there  as  to  what  you  want  of 
i  t . 


me 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


»  *  *  #  * 


1  would  like  to  thank  all  of  the  members  who  did  write  to  me  or  the 
other  ott icers  with  your  thoughts  and  comments.  It  is  terrific  to  see  how 
many  oi  our  members  are  very  interested  in  what  our  Society  does.  Because 
ot  certain  limitations  and  restrictions  imposed  by  our  by-laws,  relating 
to  investment  hype  and  other  topics,  not  every  letter  can  be  published. 

But  the  job  o±  Editor  is  NOT  to  impose  my  will  on  you!  I  want  YOUR  comments 
on  the  job  that  we  are  doing?  What  would  you  like  to  see  your  of icers  doing? 
How  can  the  Society  better  benefit  you  and  our  other  members?  Please 
take  a  few  moments  are  write  down  your  thoughts.  Lets  see  YOUR  letter  in 
the  next  issue  o±  THE  COMMEMORATIVE  TRAIL!  Now,  on  to  our  1st  letter. 

It  comes  from  our  iriend,  Rick  Wilcox,  R-132S,  TX.  Take  it  away  Rick.... 


“I  think  there  is  a  need  tor  a  commemorative  "Red  Book”,  which  could 
be  entitled  A  Guide  lor  United  States  Commemorative  Coins.  This  book 
would  be  updated  annually,  and  include  the  currently  issued  commemor at i ves . 
Here  is  what  I  have  in  mind. 

This  book  would  be  hardbound,  the  same  size  as  the  "RED  BOOK”  and 
have  three  parts  to  it.  The  first  part  would  have  a  separate  page  for 
each  non-gold  commemorative.  The  commemor at 1 ves  would  be  listed  in 
chronological  order,  without  consideration  of  denomination.  Each  page 
would  include  a  quality  picture  of  both  sides  of  the  commemorative.  The 
photo  size  would  be  about  one  and  a  half  times  actual  coin  size.  Under 
the  picture  of  the  referred  commemorative  would  be  the  denomination, 
the  coin  type  name  and  the  designer's  name.  The  page  would  also  include 
the  mintages  for  each  mint/year  and  the  estimated  retail  value  in  grades 
of  A  U50 ,  MS60,  MSb3,  MSb4  and  MSb5  .  The  known  proof  mintages  would  also 

be  included.  The  commemorative's  high  point,  for  indicating  first  traces 
of  wear,  would  be  included. 

Part  II  would  be  exactly  the  same  as  Part  I,  but  it  would  be  just  for 
the  gold  commemor at 1 ves . 

Part  III  would  also  include  a  page  for  each  commemorative.  This  section 
would  deal  with  the  background  of  each  commemorative,  quality  o±  the 
striking,  if  a  large  number  of  them  were  spent  and  whatever  facts  the 
author  thinks  is  important. 

I  feel  that  there  is  a  need  for  such  a  book  and  it  would  be  popular. 
Good  quality  printing  of  each  coin  design  is  important.  I  for  one  would  buy 
an  updated  edition  each  year  and  probably  most  of  the  Society  members  would 
also.  I  passed  this  book  idea  on  to  David  Bowers  last  year,  but  I  never 
received  a  response  from  him.  David  Bowers,  through  his  writings,  has 
contributed  a  lot  to  the  hobby / 1 nvestor .  His  firm,  I'm  sure,  could  come 
up  with  superb  photos  of  every  commemorative  type  for  such  a  book.  But, 

I  know  he  is  extremely  busy.  Gur  Society  has  a  few  other  members  who  could 
take  on  this  project!  What's  your  opinion  on  this  idea?" 

(Signed)  Rick  Wilcox,  R-1325,  TX 
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EDITOR  S  REPLY.  Thanks,  Rick,  for  your  idea.  It  would  be  quite  a  project 
to  publish  a  "RED  BOOK"  strictly  for  commems.  I  think  it  might  have 
broad  numismatic  appeal,  which  would  be  very  important  because  if  only 
Society  members  were  interested  in  it,  it  might  not  sell  enough 
copies  to  warrant  publishing  it  annually.  As  with  the  "Red  Book",  the 

might  not  be  meaningful,  as  prices  today,  for  the  higher  grades, 
change  very  rapidly.  Most  dealers  and  collectors,  I'm  sure,  feel  that  the 
Red  Book"  is  a  great  reference  for  historical  perspectives,  mintages  and 
other  esoteric  tacts,  but  PRICING  is  impossible  to  be  current  because 
prices  change  so  quickly.  Your  idea  has  merit,  but  getting  someone  to 
make  this  dream  a  reality  may  be  quite  an  undertaking.  I  thank  you  for 
your  idea  and  hope  that  someone  does  "pick  up  the  ball  and  run  with  it". 

EDITOR  S  NOTE :  Rick  Wilcox  also  wrote  a  letter  about  investing  in  coins. 
While  it  is  NOT  my  perogative  to  make  judgements  on  what  someone  writes,  I 
am  DUTY-BOUND  by  the  by-laws  of  the  Society  (REPRINTED  IN  THIS  ISSUE)  to 
refrain  from  publishing  any  investment  hype  (Article  4,  Paragraph  9). 

In  fairness  to  Rick,  the  thrust  of  his  letter  dealt  with  what  type  of 
return  coins  need  to  stay  ahead  of  inflation  and  still  provide  a  decent 
return.  I  chose  not  to  publish  this  letter  as  it  would  elicit  responses 
from  people  on  both  sides  of  the  equation,  that  would  indeed  be  investment 
oriented.  Whether  you  buy  or  sell  coins,  or  collect  without  concerning 
yourself  with  the  potential  investment  consi dera t 1 ons ,  YOU  must  decide 
what  YOU  want  out  of  this  hobby / i ndustry .  The  Society  is  here  to  inform 
and  educate  you  along  the  way.  We  cannot  and  should  not  argue  one's  motives 
for  coin  purchases.  I  thank  Rick  for  BOTH  letters  that  he  wrote  and  for 
the  thought  and  effort  that  went  into  BOTH. 

In  a  similar  vein,  I  received  a  letter  from  another  Society  member,  Ric 
Leichtung.  Ric  did  an  analysis  of  a  book  written  10  years  ago  by  Society 
member  Jim  Iacovo.  Ric  analyzed  the  performance  predictions  that  were 
espoused  in  the  book  and  was  interested  in  seeing  if  our  member sh i p  would 
care  to  try  their  hands  at  predicting  the  numismatic  potent i a 1  of  commems 
in  the  future.  Again,  I  chose  not  to  publish  this  letter  as  I  felt  that  it 
was  contrary  to  the  aims  of  our  Society.  Let  me  reiterate  that  as  all 
of  your  officers  are  bound  by  our  by-laws,  we  are  doing  our  best  to 
enforce  them.  Whether  you  collect  for  fun  or  invest  for  profit,  we  are 
here  to  educate  and  inform.  We  cannot  and  will  not  make  predictions  nor 
will  we  make  official  stands  on  the  investment  suitability  of  commems  or 
coins  in  general.  There  are  plenty  of  coin  dealers  and  com  clubs  and 
financial  planners  out  there  that  would  be  happy  to  advise  you  on  the 
investment  merits/pitfalls  of  rare  coins.  IT'S  JUST  NOT  OUR  JOB  TO  DO  IT! 
Thank  you  Ric,  for  your  letter  and  effort. 

. our  next  letter  comes  from  member  Andrew  Todd  of  California.  Andrew 

wr  l  tes . 
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Alter  reading  the  latest  issue  of  The  Commemorative  Trail,  I  decided 
to  write  this  letter  to  the  editor  regarding  the  slab  controversy . 

' col  lector /speculator '  as  Dr.  Bob  Colby  so  aptly  named  the 
subgroup  1  most  easily  lit  into  (and  I  definitely  feel  the  collector 

miluence  is  dominant?).  I  have  been  collecting  commemor a t 1 ves  since  the 
se ven  1 1 es . 


I  lirst  got  interested  in  commemorat 1 ves  after  I  bought  an  original 
Cincinnati  set  (with  holder  and  envelope)  from  a  Bowers  and  Ruddy  auction. 
I  started  reading  up  on  the  history  and  politics  related  to  the  minting 
and  promotion  of  the  Cincinnati  and  other  commemorative  coins.  I  soon 
became  a  regular  of  the  'commemorative  trail'.  I  bought  the  Swiatek  and 

Breen  incyclopedia,  and  joined  the  Society  after  talking  to  Anthony  at  a 
Long  Beach  show. 

In  the  early  eighties  1  had  been  burned  once  too  often  by  unscrupulous 
dealers  selling  overgraded  coins.  I  started  having  all  my  coins  graded 
by  ANACS.  They  were  usually  accurate  in  their  grading  back  then,  and  I 
liked  that  I  could  keep  the  coins  in  Capital  holders. 


When  the  lirst  grading  correction  occurred  in  the  mid-eighties,  I 
quickly  sold  my  more  liberally  graded  coins,  and  re-certified  my 
conservatively  graded  coins  (still  using  ANACS  picture  certificates) . 

Then  the  "Slab"  was  born  (in  my  home  state  of  California,  of  course, 
near  the  birthplace  o±  the  Barbie  Doll  and  Disneyland).  Remember  the  movie 
^The  Graduate",  when  Mr.  Robinson  whispers  that  fateful  word  of  advice, 
PLASTICS",  to  Dustin?  Well,  I  was  just  as  sceptical  as  Dustin  Hoffman 
was.  1  couldn  t  imagine  this  was  THE  FUTURE  of  the  hobby.  Buying  and 
selling  plastic  cubes  with  a  little  silver  inside.  1  couldn't  bear  the 
thought  of  not  being  able  to  grasp  a  com  by  its  edges  ever  again! 

1  held  out  lor  a  while,  checking  out  coin  shows,  talking  to  dealer 
friends,  reading  the  journals.  After  six  months,  I  saw  the  writing  on  the 
wall.  This  also  coincided  with  what  I  call  the  second  grading  correction 
o±  the  eighties.  I  quickly  sold  my  less  conservatively  graded  material 
(with  ANACS  picture  certil icates) ,  therefore  liquidating  my  borderline- 
graded  coins  while  the  ANACS  papers  still  had  some  respectability.  After 
another  six  months  to  a  year,  1  decided,  with  quite  a  bit  of  trepidation, 
to  send  my  wonder  commems  in  to  be  slabbed.  I  chose  NGC  because  I  liked 
the  quality  and  appearance  of  their  slabs,  and  because  they  seemed  to 
appreciate  and  understand  commemor at i ves  more  than  any  other  service.  I 
spent  the  next  month  worrying  and  fretting  about  the  outcome  of  this 
venture,  and  when  they  all  came  back  graded  as  I  had  hoped  (coincidentally 
reinforcing  my  own  grading  abilities)  I  became  a  full  convert  to  the 
••SLAB"  . 
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I  now  slab  all  my 
in  either  NGC  or  PCGS 
enviornmental  damage. 


new  purchases.  I  ±eel  that  coins  are  more  marketable 
slabs.  They  are  also  much  more  secure  from 


However,  There  is  one  problem  in  relation 
commemorative  coinage.  Most  grading  services' 
with  the  myriad  of  die  varities  and  unique  mi 
our  beloved  coins.  Often,  an  unusual  commemor 
misjudged  by  certain  grading  services. 


to  encapsulating  our 
personnel  are  unfamilia 
nting  characteristics  of 
ative  coin  will  be  total 


r 

iy 


As  an  example,  I  recently  bought  a  beautiful  1937 
presentation  piece  from  a  well-known  auction  house  in 
In  fact,  it  turned  out  to  be  the  same,  exact  coin  tha 
illustrate  this  variety  in  Ray  Mercer's,  "A  Buyer's  G 


-S  Boone,  proof -like 
Southern  California, 
t  was  used  to 
uide ...  Volume  One”. 


I  sent  it  in  to  ANACS  Cache,  express  serv 
to  see  how  they  graded  coins.  Two  days  later 
with  a  note  saying  "impaired  luster".  I  laugh 
this  coin  looks  too  good  to  be  true.  I  mean, 
seen  a  Boone  presentation  piece?  To  a  grader 
expert,  this  coin  looks  like  it  has  been  clea 
gotten  this  incredible  appearance?  I  then  sen 
service.  In  three  weeks  I  received  it  back  gr 
knew  what  it  was! 


ice,  because  I  was  curious 
I  received  the  coin  back 
ed  to  myself,  thinking  how 
how  many  people  have  actual 
who  is  not  a  commemorative 
ned .  How  else  could  it  have 
t  it  in  to  NGC  express 
aded  MS6S  Proof-like!  They 


iy 


Another  example  was 
unusual  blue  opalescent 
it  as  having  been  artifi 
graded  it  correctly. 


related  to  a  beauti 
luster.  I  sent  it  1 
cally  toned!  I  then 


ful  Sesqu 
n  to  PCGS 
sent  it 


1  I  had  wi 
and  they 
to  NGC  and 


th  that 
rejected 
they 


This  has  led  me  to  the  conclusion  that,  so  far,  the  only  grad 
service  that  truly  understands  commemor at 1 ves  is  NGC.  I  attribute 
partially  to  the  excellent  consultation  service  that  Anthony  Swia 
provides  to  the  graders  at  NGC.  I  truly  appreciate  the  quality  of 
grading  and  their  understanding  of  the  twists  and  turns  along  the 
"Commemorative  Trail". 


1  ng 
this 
tek 
their 


( S l gned ) 


Andrew  Todd, 


R-5S2,  CA 


EDITOR'S  REPLY:  Thank 
personal  experiences, 
are  the  PERSONAL  opini 
our  Society.  We  do  not 
SLABBED  coins  over  RAW 
that  he  has  received  f 
ANACS  or  their  RAW  coi 


you 
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your  letter  and  for  relating  your 
ould  be  reminded  that  these  opinions 
ter  and  NOT  the  official  opinion  of 
ver  PCGS,  nor  ANACS  over  NCI,  nor 
riter  Todd  is  pleased  with  the  service 
ny  of  our  readers  happy  with  PCGS  or 
nd  let  us  know ! 
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LUNG  BEACH  NUMISMATIC  AND  PHILATELIC  EXPOSITION 


by  Helen  L.  Carmody ,  R-7,  CA 


tven  though  the  Long  beach  hxpo ,  held  June  1-4,  1989,  again  faced 

substantially  tailing  bullion  prices  and  lowering  bids  in  certain  key 
areas  01  the  coin  market,  Sam  Lopresto,  Teresa  Darling,  and  their  top- 
notch  stall  provided  collectors  and  dealers  alike  with  yet  another 
memorable  show.  Just  prior  to  its  opening,  Superior  Galleries  held  the 
extremely  successful  Casterline,  Hall  8  Matthews  auction,  which  helped 
dealers  with  their  inventory  needs  for  "fresh"  material.  Yet,  the  hxpo 
began  very  tentatively  betore  it  swung  into  lull  action,  with  final 
iavorable  reports  being  heard  Irom  those  transacting  business  during 
the  always  h  1  gh  1  y -an  1 1  ci  pa  ted  event.  Attendance  reached  ld>,0yw;  4  ,  000 
oi  that  iigure  represented  dealers  —  the  most  ever  recorded  during  any 
previous  Long  Beach  convention! 

MS-60,  -bb,  and  -67  com memor a t l ves  sullered  a  10-20%  reduction  from 
the  Blue  Sheet  levels,  but  because  the  increases  had  been  so  rapidly 
escalating,  those  declines  seemed  negligible  at  the  outset  o±  the  Lxpo 
and  were  being  made  up  as  activities  progressed  because  of  “sight-seen" 
trading  on  the  lloor.  Lower-grade  commemoratives  (from  MS-64  to  XF/AU) 
moved  at  stable  levels,  which  were  very  close  to  the  CDN ,  and  were  in 
demand  i±  they  were  problem-free  specimens. 

Issues  that  are  always  desirable,  no  matter  what  the  market  conditions 
such  as  the  Oregon  Trail  Half  Dollars,  were  sold  in  every  grade.  Some 
wholesale  transactions  were  as  follows: 

192 6  Oregon  Trail,  MS-63  -  $200.00; 

1934-D  Oregon  Trail,  MS-63  -  $200.00; 

1936  Oregon  Trail,  MS-64  -•  $270.00;  and  a 

1939  Oregon  Trail  PDS  Set,  MS-64  -  $2,000.00,  whereas  gem,  toned 

1939  Oregon  Trail  PDS  Sets  sold  dealer  to  dealer  for  $4,000  -  $0,000.00! 

Add l t lona 1 1 y ,  other  gem  PDS  sets  were  strong.  A  notable  example  was  a 
1930/4  Boone  PDS  set,  which  traded  between  dealers  for  $3,200.00. 
Documentation,  what  amount  was  available,  also  moved  very  well.  The 
“stumbling  block"  in  this  area  is  that  sellers  appear  to  be  willing, 
in  most  cases,  to  let  go  only  of  their  duplicate  pieces.  Collectors  are, 
therefore,  finding  it  difficult  to  add  to  their  collections. 

Our  Society  meeting  will  be  remembered  as  another  hugely  successful 
gathering.  In  fact,  our  attendance  just  eclipsed  our  previous  record  in 
conjunction  with  a  Long  Beach  program.  Eighty-five  people  came  to  hear 
esteemed  author,  lecturer  and  consultant  (as  well  as  Society  member), 
Walter  Breen,  address  the  group  regarding  his  new  work  on  commemoratives 
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which  will  be  published  by  Bowers  and  Merena .  A  pin  dropping  could  have 
been  heard  throughout  the  audience  as  Mr.  Breen  answered  numerous  questions 
regarding  his  recent  discoveries  and  other  valuable  information. 
Certificates  of  Appreciation  were  presented  to  Roy  T.  Iwata  and  Dale  B. 
Snyder  for  their  outstanding  contributions  to,  and  support  of,  the 
Society.  It  was  announced  by  Don  Carmody,  President,  that  membership 
renewals  were  coming  due  and  that  our  next  meeting  would  be  held  at 
the  Annual  ANA  Convention  in  Pittsburgh. 


(Have  you  ever  seen  these  items  before?  They  are  a  windshield  decal 
on  the  left  and  poster  stamps  on  the  right,  both  from  the  Cleveland 
Great  Lakes  Exposition.) 


I'D. 


ANA  'dtith  ANNIVERSARY  CUNVENTlUN 


by  Helen  L.  Carmody ,  H - / ,  C A 


The  Annual  ANA  Convention  was  held  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania, 

August  9-13,  1S89  and  drew  an  official  attendance  of  12,  72b.  Ruthann 

Brettell,  Convention  Director,  and  her  staff  handled  the  major  undertaking 
very  efficiently;  and  anything  that  was  amiss,  such  as  incorrect  dealer's 
signs  resulting  from  the  PNC  Day  bourse,  was  remedied  immediately.  However, 
there  were  some  complaints  about  the  lack  of  carpeting  and  the  "tired 
feet"  that  resulted  and  that  this  was  by  far  the  "most  exhausting" 
convention  ever.  It  seems  increasingly  difficult  to  conduct  business  and 
participate  in  the  many  forums,  meetings  and  social  gatherings  scheduled. 

The  days  (.and  nights!;  are  just  not  long  enough  to  fit  in  every  activity  one 
would  like,  by  the  end  of  the  bourse  hours,  everyone  complained  of  being 
"worn  to  a  frazzle."  1,  personally,  had  one  more  complaint:  I  suffered  from 
food  poisoning  and  was  almost  as  green  as  the  clothes  Don  and  I  wear,  which 
have  become  our  trademark! 

The  show  began  slowly  because  no  one  knew  where  the  market  was. 
"Sight-unseen"  bids  had  come  to  a  virtual  halt  because  dealers  did  not  want 
to  leave  their  pre-ANA  bids  on  ANE  active  and,  therefore,  lowered  them  or 
pulled  them  entirely  before  departing  for  the  convention.  A  number  of  dealers 
had  very  low  expectations  coming  into  the  show  but  found,  if  they  had  the 
right  collector  coins,  they  did  more  business  than  anticipated.  Others  took 
losses  on  some  material  but  made  those  up  m  different  areas;  one  specialty 
was  very  strong,  whereas  another  was  in  the  doldrums.  Cash-flow  problems  were 
being  felt  by  many.  There  were  buyers  at  the  lower  levels,  but  dealers  did 
not  want  to  sell.  Buyers  had  to  be  willing  to  negotiate.  Some  dealers  said 
that  prices  were  stable  but  that  there  was  a  big  shortage  of  material.  Both 
slabbed  and  raw  coins  sold  well.  The  preceding  observations  reflect  some  of 
the  feelings  being  expressed  on  the  bourse  floor.  Is  it  any  wonder  why  it  is 
so  hard  to  "get  a  handle"  on  the  market  during  a  major  convention? 

The  reportedly  HOT  items  were  ancients  and  world  coins.  Com memor a 1 1 ves , 
although  bids  were  somewhat  lower,  still  moved  in  every  grade.  The  activity 
seemed  to  indicate  a  general  feeling  that,  if  you  had  a  particular  coin  that 
someone  wanted,  there  was  no  problem  in  selling  it  at  a  price  which  sometimes 
required  negotiation  on  the  parts  of  both  seller  AND  buyer.  Some  examples  of 
wholesale  transactions  were  as  follows: 


Hawaiian  (PCbS  MS~bb;  -  $  1  0 , 00e>  .  0W  ; 
Huguenot  -  Wa  1 1  oon  (.Raw  Mb-bb;  -  $2 , 200  .  e>e> ; 

L  l  nco  1  n  -  I  1  1  l  no  l  s  (Raw  Mb-bb-*-;  -  $1,750.00; 

Long  Island  (PCGS  MS-bb;  -  $1,275,000; 


lb  . 


Sesquicentennial  (.Raw  MS-C4) 


$2  ,  20«c) .  00  . 


Books ,  medals,  documentation,  and  other  forms  oi  memorabilia  relating  to 
commemora t 1 ves  were  very  much  in  demand.  A  special  Long  Island  presentation 
box  containing  two  lower-grade  coins  sold  for  £2,640.00,  and  two 
Robinson- Arkansas  boxes,  each  containing  as  AU  coin,  brought  $  4  S  5 . 0  0  and 
$ 1 , 04b. 00!  Offers  made  for  extremely  rare  documentation  items  that  were  on 
display,  amounting  to  double  what  one  would  expect  to  pay,  were  refused. 

Just  prior  to  our  Society's  annual  meeting,  Robert  W.  Hoge,  Curator  of 
the  ANA's  Museum,  presented  to  our  club  A  Proclamation  of  Greetings 
certificate  from  the  American  Numismatic  Association,  welcoming  the  Society 
to  the  convention,  which  was  signed  by  Executive  Director,  Robert  W  .  Leuver . 
This  very  nice  remembrance  of  our  activities  in  Pittsburgh  will  become  part 
of  the  Society's  archives. 


Frank  W.  DuVall  gave  the  program  in  conjunction  with  our  meeting,  which 
was  attended  by  70-75  people.  [The  exact  number  was  difficult  to  count 
because  the  conference  room  had  been  darkened  to  accomodate  the  slide 
presentation,  and  people  keept  wandering  in  and  out  as  they  came  from,  or 
went  to,  other  meetings.]  The  program  was  very  well  received,  and  Frank 
covered  a  wide  range  of  subjects  m  his  talk.  He  discussed  different 
varieties  of  the  Lafayette  Dollar  and  showed  slides  of  a  "full-hair"  Grant 
specimen  as  well  as  a  "full-strap"  Missouri,  the  No.  7  Hawaiian  from  the 
designer's  estate,  a  Pilgrim  with  numerous  die  breaks,  and  other  interesting 
type  coins.  He  also  had  extensive  slides  of  documentation  and  memorabilia. 
Among  them  were  those  depicting  an  Albany  box.  Bay  Bridge  acknowledgement 
receipt  from  the  Bank  of  America  (Oakland,  California,  branch),  a  Bridgeport 
holder  with  outside  mailing  box,  a  boxed  Maryland  medal  and  coin  set,  a 
unique  Rhode  Island  map  with  com,  a  Texas  silver  foil  box  from  E.H.R.  Green, 
etc  . 


By  the  way,  during  the  convention,  Frank  took  photos  of  unusual 
commemorative-related  items,  and  we  should  be  adding  those  to  the  Society's 
slides  in  the  very  near  future.  We  are  looking  forward  to  seeing  them  and 
extend  our  deepest  thanks  to  Frank  for  continuing  this  project  for  the 
benefit  of  Society  members.  The  slides  have  proven  extremely  popular  at 
programs  throughout  the  country. 

Before  the  meeting  was  concluded,  certificates  were  presented  to  all 
members  who  very  kindly  gave  of  their  time  and  talent  in  programs  throughout 
the  past  club  year.  If  the  recipients  were  not  at  the  convention,  each  member 
received  his  or  her  award  by  mail. 


17  . 


134t>  Iowa  statehood  Centennial  Commemorative  Hall  Dollar: 


Ihe  Unknown  Coin  Desiqner 
by  Michael  b  .  Turnni, 


- -  Adam  P i et z 
LM-31,  CA 


A  lew  years  ago,  1  became  interested  m  the  1346  Iowa  statehood  Centennial 
Commemorative  Hall  Dollar,  questioning  and  studying  how  Iowa,  out  o±  the 
hundreds  oi  proposals  received  by  the  Mint  -  and  there  were  that  many  -  was 
honored  with  a  coin,  even  m  the  lace  oi  a  threatened  presidential  veto.  My 
research  included  many  relerences  and  much  correspondence.  1  lound  no  clear, 
concise  reason  expalainmg  Iowa's  success.  In  the  process,  1  learned  ol  the  men 
involved  with  it:  the  governor  who  wanted  it,  the  power! ul  congressman  who 
proposed  it,  the  g r eed - l nsp l r ed  promoter  ol  the  contemporary  Booker  T. 
Washington  commemorative  Hall  Dollar  who  bandwagon ed  Congress  to  adopt  both  and 
the  unknown  but  very  skilled  and  capable  man  who  designed  it,  Adam  Pietz. 

Adam  Pietz,  in  the  numismatic  work  and  art  ol  our  nation,  is  a  non - 1 den 1 1 ty ; 
however,  he  was  a  skilled  craltsman  and  prolific  medals  designer.  This  short 
article,  the  first  in  a  planned  series  ol  three,  is  a  tribute  to  this  man  and 
his  craftsmanship.  The  second  article  will  discuss  the  Iowa  hall  dollar  itself 
and  the  third  article  will  explain  how  Iowa  was  selected  from  the  hundreds  of 
proposals  and  made  it  to  the  com  press.  This  first  article  is  about  its 
designer,  Adam  Pietz. 


Adam  Pietz  was  born  on  July  1 j,  1873,  in  Olfenbach -On-Main,  Hesse,  Germany. 
Pietz  began  his  education  at  the  Academy  of  Fine  Arts  in  his  native  land.  He 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1883  and,  in  1837,  established  himself  as  an 
engraver  and  die  sinker  in  Philadelphia.  He  maintained  his  studio  and  home  for 
decades  at  the  same  address:  10e>l  Chestnut  Street,  Philadelphia.  He  continued 
his  studies  at  the  Pennsylvania  Academy  of  Fine  Arts  and  the  renowned  Chicago 
Art  I nst l tute . 


while  he  remained  most  of  his  adult  lile  and  career  in  private  work  from  his 
studio-home,  he  did  serve  as  an  assistant  chief  engraver  at  the  Mint  in 
Philadelphia  from  1327  to  1346.  He  retired  just  as  his  only  com  design,  the 
1346  Iowa  Statehood  Centennial  Commemorative  Hall  Dollar,  was  being  minted,  tven 
in  his  retirement,  he  remained  active  doing  medal  designs  on  contract  lor  the 
Department  of  the  Treasury.  Among  his  works  for  the  Treasury  Department  in  the 
years  alter  1346  are  the  Department's  Meritorious  Service  Award  Medal  m  1343, 
Alexander  Hamilton  Medal  (reverse  only;  in  13SS,  and  the  Distinguished  Service 
Award  in  136J,  first  bestowed  after  Pietz's  death  in  1361.  In  addition,  Pietz 
also  in  1348,  with  the  assistance  of  John  R.  Sinnock,  the  Mint's  Chief  Engraver,, 
designed  and  engraved  the  Exceptional  Service  Award. 
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Although  his  active  career  spanned  over  tilty  years,  no  complete  listing  01 
his  works  has  come  to  this  author's  attention.  It  would  be  a  lair  conclusion 

°n  what  reier  ences  do  provide  that  his  most  productive  period  was  bet  ore 
his  appointment  to  the  United  States  Mint  position.  Listings  in  biographical 
sources  and  THE  NUMISMATIST  issues  oi  the  1320s  provide  an  extensive  listing  ol 
his  sketches,  medals  and  plaques. 

IHL  NUMISMAilSl  ol  January  1 322  reported  “two  recent  productions  by  Adam 
Pietz,  the  well-known  designer  and  engraver ."(It  These  were  the  Distinguished 
Service  hiwanis  Medal  and  the  Priestly  Medal,  also  lor  exemplary  service, 
awarded  by  the  American  Chemical  Society.  Pietz  stated  in  the  briel  notice  that 
the  Kiwams  Medal  had  been  “designed  and  modelled  . . .  in  three-inch  size"  (2) 
and  that  the  Priestly  Medal  was  designed  and  entirely  hand -engr aved  by  him  in 
two-inch  size  (3),  a  testimony  to  the  man's  cral tsmanship.  During  the  same 
period,  Pietz  designed  a  medal  to  honor  Benjamin  Franklin,  whom  he  admired.  He 
was  also  commissioned  to  do  the  modelling  and  engraving  o±  a  medal  by  the  Bell 
Telephone  Company.  These  medals  were  to  be  presented  to  members  ol  the  40bth 
1 elephone  Battalion,  Signal  Corps,  who  served  in  the  Western  Front  trenches  ol 
Wor 1  War  1.  1 hese  lour  medals  are  but  only  a  lew  that  he  created  or  engraved.  A 

biographical  source  noted  tfiat  he  “made  a  great  many  medals  ol  which  he  has  kept 
no  record"  ( 4  K  This  same  source  lists  briel ly  several  other  of  his  creations 
and  commissions,  many  with  extremely  small  mintages,  less  than  a  hundred  in 
some,  plus  medals  ol  a  personal  nature  as  his  “My  Mother"  Medal  ol  1310.  Pietz 
along  with  medals  did  plaques  as  lor  Stephen  Decatur,  the  Naval  hero,  placed  m 
the  Philadelphia  Navy  yard  in  1313.  As  a  numismatic  aside,  the  Kiwams  medal  was 
struck  in  bronze,  the  Priestly  medal  in  gold,  the  Franklin  medal  in  light 
bronze,  with  the  Telephone  Company  having  approximately  200  of  its  medals  in 
s i 1 ver . 

As  previously  noted,  Pietz  worked  for  some  years  as  an  assistant  chief 
engraver  with  the  United  States  Mint.  During  the  1340s,  Frank  basparro,  later 
Chief  Engraver,  was  assigned  by  then  Chief  Engraver  John  Sinnock  “to  learn  how 
to  engrave  m  steel"  (S).  basparro,  in  an  article  published  in  Bowers  and 
Merena's  Pare  Coin  Review  #t>5,  stated  he  saw  “Mr.  Pietz  engrave  steel  like 
butter  with  his  powerful  hands",  basparro,  who  most  certainly  admired  Adam 
Pietz,  described  him  as  “very  strong"  <  b )  and  said  that  he  “commanded  respect 
when  he  approached  you"  (7).  Apparently  Pietz  was  a  physically  stronq  and 
athletic  person  as  he  had  been  m  his  youth  a  top  single  scull  oarsman  in 
Germany,  basparro,  who  worked  and  learned  under  Adam  Pietz,  noted  m  his 
training  that  Pietz  told  him  that  you  can  “push  steel  around  with  a  hammer  and 
your  hands  if  you  have  confidence  in  yourself"  (.  8 .  basparro  credited  this 
education  as  “most  useful  to  me  in  later  years"  (3>. 
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It  is  quite  clear  that  Frank  Gasparro,  both  then  and  now,  admired  Adam 
Pietz,  praising  him  in  his  article  as  "truly,  a  great  craftsman"  (10)  and 
stating  (orcelully  that  there  are  "few  engravers  living  today  who  can  match  the 
talents  possessed  by  Adam  Pietz"  (11).  This  testimony  is  the  highest  tribute  and 
attests  to  Adam  Pietz's  craftsmanship  which  is  unknown  to  most  of  the 
contemporary  numismatic  fraternity.  Gasparro  wrote  to  this  author  reporting  that 
he  did  witness  Pietz  "modelling  the  design"  (12)  for  the  Iowa  half  dollar  to 
which  Pietz  explained  how  he  got  the  proper  height  for  the  reductions  and  the 
co inage  die. 


As  already  noted,  Adam  Pietz's  only  coin  design  was  this  1946  commemorative 
half  dollar.  Although  it  is  not  definite,  he  was  most  likely  assigned  this  due 
to  his  al orement loned  craftsmanship  and  impending  retirement.  Legislation 
authorizing  this  commemorative  half  dollar  had  been  signed  by  President  Truman 
only  in  August  with  the  law  requiring  coinage  (100,000  total)  to  be  minted  in 
that  same  year  (Iowa's  centennial  year),  giving  credence  to  the  fact  that  the 
Mint  was  under  pressure.  Thus  Pietz,  wiith  his  established  craftsmanship,  was 
directed  to  model  the  design  quickly. 

The  Commission  of  Fine  Arts,  which  has  the  right  to  review  all  coinage 
designs  but  no  authority  over  such,  seemed  not  impressed  with  his  design,  giving 
"no  objection  to  the  minting... in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  models  were 
submitted  at  such  a  late  date"(13).  In  fact,  Don  Taxay  in  his  'An  Illustrated 
History  of  U.  S.  Commemorative  Coinage'  uses  the  words  "reluctant  approval."  It 
should  be  noted  from  the  date  legislation  was  signed  -  August  7,  1946  -  to  the 

date  designs  were  submitted  to  the  Commission  -  September  13,  1946  -  did  not 

give  much  time  for  Pietz  to  develop  a  more  creative  design.  Pietz  did  witness 
the  initial  minting  of  his  work.  There  seems  to  have  been  no  striking  ceremony. 


Regardless  of  the  time  involved  or  the  Commission's  disinterest  at  the 
period,  Cornelius  Vermuele  in  Numismatic  Art  in  America  holds  a  much  more 
positive  view: 


The  whole  coin,  the  work  of  Adam  Pietz  of  Philadelphia,  is  boldly  and 
spaciously  laid  out.  The  cloudy  background  of  the  capitol  adds  a  touch 
o±  interest.  The  way  the  eagle  hangs  down  or  hovers  above  its  fillet 
and  mottos  recalls  carved  or  painted  signs,  including  ship  transoms, 
made  in  the  nineteenth  century.  Characterized  by  details  of  planting, 
ivy  below  and  around  the  Federalist  windows,  "The  Old  Stone  Capitol 
Iowa  City"  has  a  liveliness  not  usually  found  in  these  vistas  of 
official  arch i tecture ...  The  only  general  criticism  of  the  design, 
a  minor  one,  is  that  the  major  lettering  seems  a  trifle  large,  out 
of  scale.  In  sum,  conventional  motifs  have  been  handled  with  skill.. (14) 
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Vermuele's  opinion  gives  much  more  credit  than  others  at  the  time  or  since 
concerning  Pietz  s  only  coin  design.  Ed  Pochette,  in  a  recent  article,  noted 
that  although  credited  with  only  one  coin  design,  Pietz  did  submit  models  for 
both  the  Washington  quarter  and  the  Jefferson  type  five  cents,  both  of  which 
were  considered,  though  not  used" ( 15) .  In  this  same  article,  Rochette  notes 
that  during  the  Depression  years  of  the  1930s,  Pietz  designed  a  series  of  small 
aluminum  quarter-size  medals  of  famous  Hollywood  stars  of  that  day  for  a 
promotional  campaign  for  Popsicle. 


Adam  Pietz  s  numismatic  work,  however,  did  not  end  with  his  retirement. 
Rather,  his  next  major  creation  remains  in  use  to  this  day  by  the  world's 
largest  numismatic  organization,  namely,  the  American  Numismatic  Association's 
(ANA)  Medal  of  Merit.  First  shown  in  the  January  1948  issue  of  The  Numismatist 
as  a  pen  sketch,  the  medal  design  was  readily  accepted  with  one  minor  change.  It 
was  shown  in  the  May  1948  issue  as  a  finished  medal  engraved  to  the  first 
recipient,  Louis  S.  Werner.  Pietz,  who  at  the  time  resumed  work  from  his  own 
studio,  replied  in  a  letter  published  in  the  same  May  issue  that  "this 
commission  has  given  me  more  joy  to  create  than  any  previous  job  in  my  life" 


No  reference  records  a  full  or  near  complete  list  of  his  commission  or 
designs  in  those  years  after  the  ANA  Medal  of  Merit.  He  did  continue  to  live  in 
Philadelphia  where  it  may  be  assumed  that  he  continued  working  as  age  and  health 
permitted . 

There  is  no  direct  evidence  that  Piet:z  was  an  active  numismatist.  He  did 
hold  membership  in  the  American  Numismatic  Society,  held  #1608  in  the  ANA, 
having  joined  in  1912,  and  was  a  member  of  the  William  Penn  Coin  Club  in 
Philadelphia.  At  the  1962  ANA  convention,  he  would  have  received  his  gold 
fifty-year  membership  medal. 


He  died  on  December  6  or  7,  1961  at  Philadelphia's  General  Hospital  of  heart 

and  kidney  disease;  two  different  dates  have  been  given  for  his  death.  He  was 
survived  by  a  daughter  and  granddaughter.  His  obituary  in  The  Numismatist  of 
March  1962  noted  that  he  had  "become  a  world  famous  steel  die  engraver  and 
sculptor "( 17 ) ,  an  ability  remembered  by  his  one-time  assistant  and  later  chief 
engraver  for  the  United  States  Mint,  Frank  Gasparro. 


It  is  not  fair  that  this  man  who  was  a  contemporary  of  the  renowned  John 
Sinnock  and  a  teacher  to  Frank  Gasparro  seems  to  have  been  forgotten  by  the 
numismatic  fraternity.  It  is  quite  clear  that  his  craftsmanship  and  capability 
were  well-known  in  his  day.  Even  the  ANA  obituary  uses  the  words  "world 
famous" ( 18) ,  but  his  skill  and  art  were  only  once  given  to  a  coin. 


It  is  a  tribute  and  kind  recognition  that  Frank  Gasparro  some  forty  years 
later  will  speak  so  highly  and  reverently  of  Adam  Pietz,  but  it  is  sad  that  so 
much  of  his  work  is  unknown  or  forgotten.  It  is  a  shame  that  fellow  com 
designers  such  as  the  husband  and  wife  team  of  the  Frasers,  Robert  Aitken  and 
Gutzon  Borglum  are  much  more  well  known  and  studied  while  Adam  Pietz  and  his 
work  have  never  been  critically  and  completely  researched  and  reviewed.  It  is 
hoped  that  this  article  will  change  some  of  this  by  informing  numismatists  of 
the  man  who  could  be  called  America's  most  forgotten  coin  designer,  Adam  Pietz. 
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lurrini,  our  newest  Life  Member,  for  the  terrific  effort  that  he  put  into  this 
article.  We  thank  you  for  educating  us  about  Mr.  Pietz. 
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DONALD  and  HELEN  CARMoDY. 


was  dedicated  to: 


2y  1  oms 
nf 

-Society  Jur  United  Statea  (Tummemnrat i ue  (Inina,  3nc. 

Keuised  march  15,  1935 


Article  1:  Name 


1.  alje  name  of  t Ij i a  nonprofit  corporation  alkali  be  the  Society  Jnr 
United  States  Cnmmemnra  t  i  ue  (Inina,  3nc  . 

2.  afye  corporation  a lj a  1 1  be  generally  referred  tn  aa  the  (Inmmemn- 
raiiue  Society. 


Article  2:  Purposes  and  (Dbiectiuea 


1.  an  promote  the  cnilecting  and  appreciation  nf,  and  knniuledge 
pertaining  tn.  U.S.  cnmmemurai i ue  cnina  and  aelected  related  U.S .  medala. 

2.  an  fnater  fnrnma,  meetinga,  and  exhibitions  cnncerning  U.S. 
cmnmemnrat  iuea  (and  aelected  medala).  rnhich  enhance  knniuledge  in  grading, 
catalnging,  and  rarity  de t ermi nat inn . 

3.  an  prnuide  a  auppnrt  netmnrk,  mhich  mill  be  defined  aa  tfynae 
mediums  nf  infnrmatinn  diaaeminatinn  hereinafter  named: 

a.  Education  mill  be  auppnrted  by  a  reanurce  library  con- 
taining  bunka ,  tapea,  films ,  pamphleta.  and  other  reanurce 
related  materials  fnr  uae  by  all  members  and  the  general 
puhl  i  c . 

b.  Education  mill  be  auppnrted  by  the  organization  by  a 
listing  nf  reanurcea  that  are  auailable. 

c.  Education  mill  be  auppnrted  by  diafributinn  nf  current 
infnrmatinn  abnut  U.S.  cmnmemnrat i ue  cnina  in  the  estab¬ 
lished  numismatic  media. 

4.  an  dn  any  and  all  things  abnue,  and  in  additinn,  dn  nther  auch 
thinga  that  are  necessary,  incidental,  and  prnper  tn  carry  nut  the  purpnaea 
nf  the  Society. 


Article  3:  membership 


1.  ahere  shall  be  three  claaa i f i cat innH  nf  membership: 

1.  -Regular  membership 

2.  Cife  membership 

3.  3uninr  membership 

2.  Regular  membership  shall  be  open  tn  all  peranna  eighteen  (13) 
yeara  nf  age  nr  aider  nf  gnnd  mnral  and  ethical  character. 
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3.  £ife  memb  era  Ij  i  p  aljall  be  open  to  all  prraona  eighteen  (13)  yeara 
of  age  or  older.  £ife  memberaljip  can  be  beatmued  onlg  on  tlje  unanimnua  ap- 
proual  of  all  incumbent  officera. 

4.  ."Junior  memberaljip  aljail  be  open  to  all  indiuiduaia  of  good 
character  rnljn  are  leaa  tljan  eighteen  (IS)  yeara  of  age. 

5.  Regular,  life,  and  junior  membera  oner  ilje  age  of  tuielue  (12) 
yeara  a lj a  1 1  Ijaue  full  uoting  rigljta  and  tlje  riglji  to  puraue  officea  in  tlje 
Society,  altljouglj  auclj  junior  membera  may  puraue. only  1 17 e  office  of  young 
Numiamatiat  (jJN)  Keprea entat i ue . 

5.  Eaclj  peraan  deairing  to  become  a  member  of  tlje  Society  aljall 
make  uiritten  application  to  tlje  aecretary  of  tlje  Society  atating  full  name, 
addreaa,  age,  and  telephone  number  (optional),  and  muat  be  endoraed  by  a 
Society  member  in  good  atanding.  Acceptance  for  memberaljip  aljall  be  made 
upon  approual  of  tlje  application  by  any  turn  officera. 

7.  All  peraana  rnljn  became  membera  of  tlje  Society  during  1333  alj all 
be  charter  membera. 

S.  After  13S3,  aa  eaclj  member  ia  enrolled,  Ije/alje  alj all  be  prouided 
a  memberaljip  number,  memberaljip  card,  and  a  copy  of  tlje  bylaiua. 

3.  3unior  membera,  upon  attaining  tlje  age  of  eighteen  (13)  yeara, 
may  became  regular  membera.  Hailing  properly  tranaf erred  to  regular  memberaljip, 
tljey  mill  retain  iljeir  junior  memberaljip  number  mitlj  a  3A-number  deaignation 
on  tljeir  memberaljip  card. 

IS.  aye  incumbent  officera  aljall  reuiern  tlje  Society  memberaljip  liat 
during  tljeir  one  (1)  year  tenure  to  aacertain  tlje  continued  eligibility  of 
eaclj  member. 

11.  Any  member  not  exerciaing  moral  and  ethical  character  aljall  kaue 
Ijia/ljer  continued  eligibility  for  memberaljip  decided  by  a  note  of  1 17 p  majority 
of  incumbent  officera. 


Article  4:  (Dfficera 


1.  alje  officera  of  tlje  Society  aljall  be:  (1)  Preaident,  (2)  Dice 
Preaident,  (3)  Secretary,  (4)  areaaurer,  (5)  program  (Cljai  rperaon ,  (5)  Publicity 
(Clja  i  rperaon ,  (2)  Nemaletter  JEdiinr,  and  (S)  pN  Hepreaentat i ue . 

2.  tTlje  officera  aljall  Ijatre  full  pomer  to  act  for  tlje  Society  on 
mattera  of  importance  and  intereat.  (Hje  preaident  may  appoint  a  cljai  rperaon  ( a ) 
for  apecial  dutiea  nr  euenta,  mljiclj  dutiea  do  not  conflict  mitlj  tlje  normal 
functiana  of  tlje  otljer  officera.  alje  preaence  of  four  (4)  of  tlje  officera  aljall 
ennatitute  a  quorum  for  tlje  tranaaction  of  buaineaa.  £aclj  officer  aljall  Ijatre 
one  (1)  uote  mitlj  a  majority  of  uotea  needed  for  approual. 

3.  (Tlje  preaident  aljall  preaide  at  all  acljeduled  memberaljip  meetinga 
and  all  meetinga  of  tlje  officera.  (Ilje  preaident  aljall  Ijaue  general  auper- 
uiaion  ouer  tlje  Snciety'a  affaira. 

4.  (Ilje  uice  preaident  aljall  Ijaue  full  autljority  in  tlje  aba e nee  of 
tlje  preaident  and  aljall  promote  Society  memberaljip. 


25. 


5.  CT  h  t%  decretory  aljall  keep  an  official  record  of  all  meetinga, 
rociety  pruceedinga,  and  memberaljip  liata.  All  pertinent  recorda  aljall  be 
retained  fur  Ijiatorical  reference.  Dutiea  include  Society  curreapundence 
and  memberaljip  meeting  nu  t  i  f  i  ca  t  i  an  . 

ahe  treaaurer  aljall  collect  and  expend  ail  muniea  of  tlje  Society 
All  expenditurea  ouer  ^5U .  Oil  aljall  be  appruued  by  ttje  maiority  of  tlje  officera 
A  financial  report  will  be  poruided  at  all  officera*  meetinga  and  general  mem- 
beraljip  meetinga  if  requeated. 

T.  alje  program  cljairperaon  mill  manage  foruma  ,  meetinga,  extjibi- 
tiona,  etc.,  aa  approued  by  tlje  majority  of  tlje  officera.  3n  general,  fljia 
officer  mill  determine  and  recommend  to  tlje  officera  tljoae  actiuitiea  mhiclj 
beat  actjieue  tlje  objectiuea  of  tlje  Society.  EHjen  approued,  tlje  program  cljair- 
peraon  mill  uxork  cloaely  mitlj  tlje  otljer  officera  to  acljieue  maximum  aucceaa 
in  the  approued  actiuitiea. 

S.  alje  publicity  cljairperaon  aljall  iaaue  all  publicity  releaaea  to 
major  numiamatic  publicationa  and  aljall  mark  mitlj  tlje  nice  preaident  in  mem- 
beralj  ip- dri  ue  actiuitiea  and  mitlj  tlje  program  cljairperaon  in  approued  Society 
actiuitiea.  3n  general,  tljia  officer  aljall  engage  in  actiuitiea  mljiclj  giue 
the  Society  a  Ijiglj  profile. 

3.  dlje  nemaletter  editor  aljall  compile  tlje  quarterly  publication 
of  tlje  Society,  mljiclj  publication  aljall  contain  no  aduertiaementa  or  inueat- 
ment  "Ijype." 

III.  dlje  \JN  repreaent at i us  aljall  repreaent  tlje  junior  memberaljip  in 
all  Society  actiuitiea  and  aljall  foater  and  promote  \JN  programa/meetinga . 

Pljia  officer  aljall  encourage  ’JN  part icipation  and  memberaljip  and  counael  the 
otljer  officera  mitlj  reapect  to  tlje  preceding  mattera. 


Article  5:  fluea 


1.  alje  regular  memberaljip  duea  aljall  be  Jifteen  Hollara  (#15.1111) 
annually,  due  and  payable  at  tlje  annual  meeting  of  tlje  American  Numiamatic 
Aaaociation  (ANA)  donuenfion.  £ife  membera  aljall  pay  a  one-time  fee  of  illjree 
Hundred  Jiffy  Hollara  (#353.1111)  .  flerabera  admitted  at  any  time  otljer  fljan  tlje 
annual  ANA  donuenfion  mill  pay  full  ualue  for  memberaljip,  mljiclj  mill  require 
renemal  at  tlje  next  annual  ANA  donuenfion.  3uninr  member  duea  are  Jiuc 
Hollara  (#5.33)  annually. 

2.  membera  moat  renern  memberaljipa  mitljin  tljirty  (33)  daya  foilow- 
ing  tlje  annual  ANA  donuenfion  to  be  conaidered  a  a  actiue  membera.  paat  mem¬ 
bera  (afil*  *.n  good  afanding)  may  be  reinatafed  by  paying  duea  for  tlje 
current  year. 


Article  5:  meetinga 


1.  dlje  regular  annual  meeting  aljall  be  Ijeld  at  eaclj  annual  ANA 
danuention  aa  indicated  on  tlje  ANA  program  (normally  publialjed  in  tlje  ANA 
magazine,  dhe  Numiamat iaf ) .  Special  notice  of  thia  regular  meeting  may  or 
may  not  be  mailed  to  tlje  memberaljip. 

2.  Special  meetinga,  foruma.  or  exljibitiona  may  be  aponaored  aa 
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deemed  neceaaary  to  acljieue  ttjr  Sncieiy*a  objectiuea.  Special  notice  may  be 
contained  in  numiamaftc  papcra,  magazinea  and/or  inurnala;  nr  apecial  membcr- 
aljip  nnficea  may  be  mailed  fn  tlje  memberaljip  aa  determined  by  tlje  nfficera  nf 
tly  e  Soc  i  ety  . 


Article  7:  Eiectinna 


1.  Election  nf  Society  nfficera  aljall  be  fjeld  annually,  mitly  nnmi- 
natinn  by  and  frnm  tlje  entire  unting  memberaljip  at  large.  ulje  ala te  nf  rumi¬ 
nated  nfficera  mill  be  prnuided  fn  all  unting  membera  aa  a  ballnt  fnr  a 
general  elecfinn.  Eaclj  unting  member  mill  Ijaue  nne  (1)  unte  an  eaclj  eleefiue 
nffice.  (Ilje  perann  receiuing  1 1? e  mnat  untea  far  eaclj  affice  mill  be  elected. 
3n  caae  nf  a  fie,  a  aintple  tnaa  nf  a  cnin  at  tlje  annual  meeting  mill  aerue 
fn  break  tlje  tie. 


Article  £:  17acanciea 


1.  3n  tlje  euent  a  uacancy  nccura  in  any  nf  tlje  elected  nfficea 
utljer  tljan  preaident,  t ly e  otljer  nfficera  mill  appninf  a  member  fn  aerue  in 
tljat  pnaifinn  until  tlje  next  annual  elecfinn. 

2.  <IIje  nice  preaident  aljall  ntnue  infn  tlje  uacanf  nffice  nf  tlje 

preaident . 

Article  3: _ Securi  fy 


1.  All  fnruma ,  meefinga,  and  exljibitinna  rnljere  cnin  diaplaya  are 
apnnanred  by  tlje  Society  mill  be  Ijeid  under  tlje  aecurity  blanket  nf  a  mainr 
cnin  aljaw.  3n  auclj  euenta  tlje  Society  mill  make  aduance  aecurity  arrange- 
menta  rnitlj  tlje  major  cnin  aljnm  apnnanra  tn  inaure  prnper  aecurity  cnnrdina- 
tinn  and  prnteefinn.  alje  nnrmal  aecurity  rulea  nf  tlje  major  aljnm  mill  apply 
tn  peranna  rnljo  diaplay  tljeir  ualuablea.  Security  befnre  and  after  diaplaying 
are  tlje  reapnna  ib  i  1  i  ty  nf  tlje  nmner(a). 

2.  Auailability  nf  diaplay  caeca,  lighting,  apace,  and  Incatinn 
mill  be  determined  by  1 17 e  Society,  (Tlje  Society  mill  diaaeminate  Ilyin  data  tn 
peranna  mljo  petition  tlje  Society  fnr  diaplaying  mine,  medala,  and  related 
ualuablea . 


3.  alje  Society  mill  exerciae  prnper  diligence  in  protecting  dia- 
played  material;  Ijnmeuer,  tlje  Society  cannot  be  Ijeid  reapnnaible  fnr  lnaaea 
beyond  ita  control  (i.e.  fire,  eart Ijquak e ,  tornado,  armed  robbery,  etc.). 

4.  dlje  aectinna  under  tljia  Article  9  apply  eapecially  tn  Society 

membera . 

Article  1U:  Amendmenta 

1.  By  lama  may  be  amended  at  any  regular  meeting  of  tlje  Society  by 
a  majority  unte  nf  a  quorum  nf  membera.  JJrnpnaed  amendmenta  tn  tljeae  bylama 
aljall  be  preaented  at  tlje  beginning  nf  tlje  regular  meeting. 

2.  Amendmenta  tn  tlje  byiarna  aljall  be  furnialjed  tn  all  actiue 

membera . 
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Alabama  2.TK2. 

(mintage  -  6,006) 


Luster 


The  2X2 '  s  luster  displays  a  "satin  finish",  but  its  highlights  can  run  from  subdued  all  the  way  up  to  a 
fairly  intense  satin  sheen.  However,  experience  has  taught  me  that  the  vast  majority  of  specimens  fall 
somewhere  in  the  middle  to  the  low  end  of  this  spectrum.  Therefore,  one  should  look  for  an  example  exhibiting 
good  SATIN  luster  and  strong  highlights/contrast  for  a  satin  finish  coin.  The  important  thing  to  remember 
with  satin  finish  coins  is  that  although  the  reflection  of  their  luster  is  not  "flashy"  like  on  a  brilliant 
finish  coin,  their  highlights/contrast  should  still  display  good,  mint  bloom. 


Take  extra  care  to  make  sure  these  coins  display  their  original  surfaces.  In  the  past  (not  to  mention  the 
presentl),  many  people  lacked  an  understanding  of  the  2X2 's  satin  surfaces  and  a  large  number  of  specimens 
have  been  brutally  dipped-out  and/or  cleaned!  With  this  in  mind,  I  strongly  suggest  you  study  a  good  number 
of  examples  to  get  a  basic  "feel"  for  this  coin's  satin  luster.  Tip  and  rotate  the  NAKED  surfaces  of  a  coin 
in  question  under  a  direct  light  to  ascertain  the  true  nature  of  its  luster's  projection. 

Strike 


As  opposed  to  the  Alabama  "Plain",  weak¬ 
ness  of  strike  and  die  definition  are  not 
a  major  problem  with  this  coin.  The 
detail  on  the  busts  of  Bibb  and  Kilby  is 
generally  well  pronounced  and  the  reverse 
usually  displays  fairly  good  detail  on 
the  eagle's  claws  and  body.  Of  course, 
one  should  always  check  for  variations  of 
this  rule,  but  I  have  rarely  encountered 
2X2 's  that  have  lost  ground  in  the  eye 
appeal  department  due  to  a  weakness  of 
strike.  You  will  certainly  encounter 
specimens  displaying  more  detail  than 
others,  but  to  what  point  you  wish  to 
carry  this  quest  depends  upon  your  own 
personal  desires.  I  suggest  you  merely 
confine  your  actions  to  seeking  well 
struck  examples  and  leave  the  "ultimate 
'trikes"  to  the  confirmed  fanatics. 
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Manrlcs 


In  general,  the  2X2  can  be  found  with  far  less  detracting  marks  (bag  &  track)  than  its  "Plain"  cousin.  This 
has  led  me  to  suspect  that  it  experienced  more  care  in  handling  than  the  "Plain"  after  minting,  but  on  this 
point  I  can  only  guess.  However,  the  fact  remains  that  the  2X2  is  generally  less  blemished  by  marks  than  the 
"Plain"  and  this  is  something  the  reader  should  definitely  keep  in  mind. 


However,  there  are  many  examples  possessing  detracting  marks,  so  let's  not  totally  ignore  this  numismatic 
fact  of  life  either!  On  the  obverse,  the  main  focal  points  to  consider  are  the  exposed  faces  of  Bibb  and  and 
Kilby  -  paying  particular  attention  to  Kilby's  forehead,  cheek,  and  jowl  -  and  Bibb's  forehead.  On  the 
reverse,  the  center  of  the  eagle  makes  an  excellent  landing  strip  for  bag  and  track  marks,  so  careful 
attention  is  required  in  this  area  too. 


When  encountered,  slide  marks  have  the 
annoying  habit  of  appearing  across  cheek 
and  forehead  of  Kilby,  not  to  mention  the 
center  of  the  eagle's  body.  The  presence 
of  cleaning  hairlines  may  be  exposed  by 
carefully  tipping  and  rotating  the  coin 
in  question  underneath  a  direct  light, 
but  try  not  to  confuse  die  polishing 
marks  as  some  form  of  abuse.  Virtually 
every  example  you  will  encounter  will 
display  some  degree  of  planchet  abrasion 
on  Kilby's  cheekbone  and  jowl  area,  but 
examples  can  be  found  that  display  just  a 
hint  of  this  striking  characteristic. 

Here  again,  COMPARISON  is  your  best  tool. 


Note  the  detracting  bag  mark  on  this  coin's  focal  point! 

Toning 

As  with  all  commemoratives ,  there  is  no  hard  rule  engraved  in  stone  describing  what  color  or  progression  a 
2X2' s  toning  should  take,  but  this  issue  does  have  a  tendency  to  accept  one  interesting  generality.  Due  to 
the  fine,  satin  surfaces  indigenous  to  the  majority  of  specimens,  the  toning  has  a  tendency  to  spread  evenly 
across  the  surfaces  of  the  coin  in  a  rather  uniform  progression  and  the  color  tends  to  be  a  light  russet  in 
nature.  Obviously,  there  are  stark  exceptions  to  this  rule  and  I  have  even  owned  quite  a  few  of  them,  but  I 
have  encountered  enough  examples  exhibiting  this  trait  to  deem  it  worth  mentioning. 

Summary 

Seek  examples  that  are  well  struck  and  void  of  detracting  marks.  Although  the  2X2  is  a  satin  finish  coin,  the 
biggest  obstacle  you  will  likely  encounter  is  locating  a  specimen  with  GOOD  SATIN  LUSTER  as  the  highlights  on 
many  pieces  are  below  par.  To  learn  what  constitutes  "good  satin  luster"  COMPARISON  and  EDUCATED  ADVICE  are 
your  bes^  l.oo1s.  Study  at  least  a  dozen  examples  (MS-60  and  up)  BEFORE  you  purchase  this  coin.  Acquiring  a 
piece  possessing  its  original  surfaces  is  a  key  factor  as  many  pieces  have  been  dipped-out  and  cleaned. 

It  is  my  opinion,  if  it  wasn't  for  its  significantly  lower  mintage  (6,000  as  opposed  to  59,000),  the  2X2 
would  be  FAR  MORE  easier  to  locate  in  gem  condition  than  the  2X2!  As  it  stands  now,  the  2X2  is  just  about 
equal  in  rarity  to  the  Plain  in  MS-65  and  better  grades,  but  this  may  be  traced  to  actual  number  minted  as 
opposed  to  the  status  of  its  preservation.  However,  the  2X2  is  still  a  very  scarce  coin  in  MS-63+  condition 
and  better  condition.  Regardless  of  the  reasons  why,  you  will  still  find  it  an  exceeding  difficult  task  to 
locate  examples  displaying  good  eye  appeal. 
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PROOF  RHODE  ISLAND  COMMEMORATIVE  DISCOVERED? 


by  Mike  Garofalo,  LM-23,  NH 


The  job  of  Newsletter  Editor  is  filled  with  surprises.  I  received  an 
interesting  package  a  few  months  back  that  I  would  like  to  share  with  you. 
This  package  was  from  Peter  Boisvert,  an  employee  of  Cumberland  Investment 
Corporation  of  Rhode  Island  and  it  contained  the  following  items: 


1 .  A  photocopy  of  a  letter  from  Walter  Breen  about  the  existence 

of  a  proof  striking  of  a  Rhode  Island  commemorative  half  dollar. 


and  2.  several  photos  of  this  very  coin. 


I  saw  this  coin  back  in  1988  at  a  Long  Beach  coin  show.  It  was 
represented  to  me  as  a  proof  striking  and,  quite  honestly,  I  was  unable  to 
say  that  it  was  unquestionably  a  proof  coin.  The  strike  and  surfaces  were 
unlike  those  normally  encountered  on  this  rather  plain,  somewhat  "drab’* 
issue.  The  strike,  indeed,  was  very  sharp  and  the  surfaces  were  proof-like. 
If  I  may  quote  Society  members,  Anthony  Swiatek  and  Walter  Breen  from  their 
'Encyclopedia  of  Silver  and  Gold  Commemorative  Coins,  1892  to  1954', 

" . No  proofs  have  been  confirmed  to  exist,  though  there  are  a  small 

number  of  brilliant  proof-like  strikings  from  Philadelphia;  these  are  rare 
and  desirable. ..." 


Could  this  coin  actually  be  a  proof  and  not  a  proof  - 1 ike  striking?  On 
that  very  question,  I  must  defer  to  Mr.  Breen.  His  letter,  which  accompanies 
this  coin  states:  "To  Whom  It  May  Concern: 

This  certifies  that  I  have  examined  the  accompanying  coin  and  that  I 
unhesitatingly  declare  it  a  PROOF  Rhode  Island  Commemorative  Half  Dollar. 

The  coin,  in  comparison  with  a  regular  unc.  of  this  issue,  shows  sharper 
striking,  fully  "squared"  borders  with  knife-rims,  and  letters  with  sharp 
squared  edges,  in  addition  to  proof  surfaces  better  than  those  on  the 
earliest  1936  "satiny"  proofs  of  regular  design ,  though  less  brilliant  than 
those  on  1937's.  These  findings  are  consistent  with  this  piece  having 
received  at  least  two  blows  from  polished  dies  onto  a  polished  blank,  as 
normal  for  proofs. 

This  piece  is  the  first  I  have  seen  so,  though  at  least  one  was 
reportedly  made  for  the  then  Mint  Engraver,  John  R.  Sinnock. 

Respectfully  submitted,  (Signed)  Walter  Breen" 


30  . 


Is  this  coin  the  first  known  Proof  Rhode  Island?  Mr.  Breen  thinks  so  and 
it  may  very  well  be.  I  submit  for  your  education  and  perusal  the  photographs 
that  accompanied  this  package.  Although  examination  of  these  photos  is 
inconclusive,  the  opportunity  to  examine  this  coin  that  was  afforded  Mr. 
Breen  did  lead  him  to  determine  the  unquestionable  proof  status  of  it.  The 
Photos  are  reproduced  below  and  Mr .  Breen's  letter  is  on  the  following  page. 
Thanks  to  Peter  Boisvert  for  posting  this  along  for  our  education  and 
discussion . 
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Walter  Breen 
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Deceptive  Counterfeit  Hawaiian  Commemorative  Half  Dollar 


An  Update 


by  Steven  L.  Szenay,  R-807,  Ml 


The  Winter  1989  issue  of  the  Commemorative  Trail  had  an  article  on  the 
Hawaiian  Commemorative  Half  Dollar  -  Genuine  and  Counterfeit.  The  following  is 
an  update  to  that  article.  While  at  the  Michigan  State  Numismatic  Society 
Convention  on  April  14-16,  1989,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  locating  and  obtaining  a 

photograph  of  this  bogus  Hawaiian  commemorative. 


The  above  photograph  is  of  that  counterfeit  coin.  The  most  pronounced 
diagnostic  of  this  counterfeit  is  a  raised  piece  of  metal  extending  from  Captain 
Cook's  throat  and  into  the  field.  This  coin  also  lacks  die  polishing  on  the 
reverse  running  through  the  palm  leaves. 


*»»»#******  DO 
Hawaiian  that  has 


NOT *»***•»***» *  confuse 
depressions  above  the 


this  com  with  the 
palm  of  the  warrior 


old 
i  n 


counterfeit 
the  field. 
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A  RARE  COMMEMORATIVE  DISCOVERY 


by  Helen  L.  Carmody ,  R-7,  CA 


Don  laxay's  book,  "An  Illustrated  History  of  U.S.  Commemorative  Coinage", 
has  provided  me  with  many  hours  of  fascinating  reading  and  is  a  treasured 
reference  in  my  numismatic  library.  Learning  of  the  endeavors  of  the  skilled 
artists  who  designed  our  nation's  commemorative  coinage,  together  with  seeing 
the  varied  initial  and  final  sketches  that  are  depicted,  has  lueled  my 
enthusiasm  and  interest  in  this  distinctive  and  historically  signiiicant 
numismatic  series. 

Oftentimes,  while  examining  a  particular  specimen ,  I  have  permitted  myself 
the  luxury  of  fantasizing  what  it  would  be  like  to  be  the  designer  of  such  an 
important  remembrance  of  a  noteworthy  event,  person,  or  location.  I  feel  both 
respect  and  admiration  for  their  lasting  memorials  to  whatever  subject  each 
specific  coin  honors.  As  Taxay  himself  said,  "Commemor at 1 ves  not  only  record 
history,  they  CREATE  it." 

Imagine  the  brilliance  of  Laura  Cardin  and  James  Earle  Fraser  lor  the  beauty 
and  symbolism  of  the  Oregon  Trail  Half  Dollar,  which  is  always  at  the  top  of 
most-popular-design  selections.  Similarly,  you  are  almost  privy  to  Lincoln's 
thoughts,  as  he  is  pictured  by  George  T.  Morgan  on  the  Illinois  Centennial  Half 
Dollar.  Countless  other  designs,  such  as  the  Lexington-Concord  and  Delaware 
Tercentenary  Half  Dollars,  stir  our  feelings  of  freedom  and  liberty.  Even  the 
never-completed  Pioneer  Memorial  on  the  Elgin  Hall  Dollar  makes  one  viewing  the 
Trygve  Rovelstad  design  aware  of  the  uncertainty  and  dangers  to  which  the  group 
may  have  been  exposed  while  attempting  to  settle  the  wilderness. 

To  appreciate  fully  the  genius  of  these  designers,  you  need  only  read  the 
following  letters,  written  by  the  artists  themselves,  which  explain  their 
utilization  o±  their  great  talents  to  create  designs  that  symbolize  or  portray 
the  subjects  commemorated.  This  collection  o±  letters  first  came  to  my  attention 
through  the  courtesy  and  cooperation  of  professional  numismatist  and  auction 
cataloger,  Dennis  Forgue,  and  was  contained  in  Auction  '39. 

I  am  delighted  to  report  they  are  now  the  property  of  SUSCC  Member  No. 
R-1695,  A 1  L.  Hurry,  who  is  a  well-known  dealer /col lector  from  Illinois.  Al,  who 
truly  enjoys  unique  documentation  and  memorabilia,  was  the  successful  bidder  at 
the  auction  but  had  to  overcome  very  stiff  competition.  Our  most  sincere 
congratulations  to  Al  on  acquiring  the  letters  and  our  deepest  gratitude  to  him 
for  allowing  us  the  privilege  and  pleasure  of  sharing  their  contents. 


(Editors's  Note:  And  a  big  THANK  YOU  to  Helen  Carmody  for  writing  this  and 
sending  it  to  me  for  inclusion  in  The  Trail.  I  was  unable  to  reproduce  a  couple 
of  the  letters  because  of  their  quality,  but  the  remaining  letters  were 
fantastic.  This  was  quite  a  treasure  trove,  giving  us  valuable  insights  into 
their  character. Thank  you  from  all  of  us.) 
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US  COMMEMORATIVES 


73rd  BAY  BRIDGE  STRUCK 


333  1936-S  San  Francisco  -  Oakland  Bay  Bridge  Half  Dollar.  GEM  BRILLIANT  UNCIRCU¬ 

LATED  with  mottled  tan  and  golden  toning.  This  is  the  73rd  coin  struck  of 
this  coinage,  and  was  minted  on  November  4,  1936.  It  is  accompanied  by  a 
letter  from  the  Superintendent  of  the  U  S.  Mint  at  San  Francisco,  P.J.  Haggerty, 
stating  such.  A  most  interesting  piece,  and  Very  Rare,  as  it  is  one  of  the  first 
100  pieces  struck  for  presentation.  The  only  such  piece  we  have  ever  seen, 
and  one  that  most  certainly  will  excite  the  commemorative  enthusiast. 


FANTASTIC  COLLECTION  OF  COMMEMORATIVE  DESIGNERS’ 

LETTERS  ABOUT  THEIR  COINS 

334  (1936  -  1949)  Very  unusual  collection  of  eight  letters  from  seven  different  designers 

of  commemorative  coins,  all  explaining  the  significance  of  their  various  de¬ 
signs.  There  are  (2)  from  L.W.  Hoffecker  in  1936  (Spanish  Trail):  (l)each 
from  Gutzon  Borglum,  Dec.  1936  (Stone  Mountain);  Laura  Cardin  Fraser, 
Jan.  1937  (Alabama,  Grant,  Ft.  Vancouver  and  Oregon  Trail);  Anthony  de 
Francisi,  Jan.  1937  (Maine);  Cyrus  E.  Dallin,  Mar.  1937  (Pilgrim);  Pompeo 
Coppini,  May  1937  (Texas);  and,  Trygve  A.  Rovelstad,  Aug.  1949  (Elgin). 
Also  included  is  a  letter  from  Nellie  Tayloe  Ross,  the  Director  of  the  Mint, 
concerning  various  commissions  and  mentioning  the  American  Numismatic 
Society.  All  letters  were  written  to  Herbert  R.  Hedman,  a  Chicago  collector 
of  commemorative  coins.  [9  pcs.) 


RARCOA 


TREASURY  DEPARTMENT 

WASHINGTON 


OFFICE  OF 

DIRECTOR  OF  TME  MINT 

IN  RSH.YINO  QUOT*  INITIALS 


February  3,  1937. 


Ur.  Herbert  R,  Hodman, 
1150  Center  Street, 
Chicago,  Illinois. 


Dear  Sir: 


In  reply  to  your  letter  of  January  27th, 

Ur.  3urr  can  be  reached  in  care  of  Mr.  A.  W.  Parke, 
Secretary.  Arkansas  Centennial  Commission,  Little  Rock, 
Arkansas. 


Mr.  George  T.  Morgan,  who  was  the  Engraver  at 
the  Philadelphia  Mint  and  who  designed  several  coins,  died 
January  4,  1925. 

I  an  inclosing  a  list  of  the  distributors  of 
ccmieiiorative  coins.  From  this  list  you  will  notice  that 
the  agencies  charged  with  the  distribution  of  the  Illinois 
half  dollar  and  the  McKinley  gold  piece  are  out  of  existence. 

I  would  suggest  that  you  night  be  able  to  trace  specimens  of 
these  coins  by  addressing  the  American  Numismatic  Society, 
156th  Street  and  Broadway,  New  York  City.  This  organization 
does  not  deal  in  coins  but  is  in  cam  uni  cation  with  collectors 
and  dealers  and  might  be  in  position  to  assist  you. 


Very  truly  yours, 


k-TZ* 


Director  of  the  Mint. 


In closure. 

/ 
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UNITED  STATES 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
NATIONAL  PARK  SERVICE 
Mount  Rushmore  National  Memorial  Commission 
Rapid  City,  South  Dakota 

December  12,1936 


Dear  Mr.  Bedinan:  - 


You  are  ^uite  right,  I  brought  to  bear  upon  the  coin 
such  symbolism  as  facts  permit  and  on  the  obverse  you  will  notice  Lee 
and  Jackson  are  in  full  military  uniform  and  in  the  field  mounted  and 
ever  them  I  have  inserted  the  inscription  "In  God  w#  Trust",  according 
them  the  sincerity  which  no  one  could  dtny  Robert  E.Lee  cr  Stonewall 
Jackson.  You  will  notice  that  I  nave  usea  tne  thirteen  stars  which 
represented  the  thirteen  states  that  declared  for  the  right  to  self 
determination  against  George  the  Third  and  again  there  were  thirteen 
states  or  thirteen  stars  that  rebelled  against  the  Union, 

The  eagle  in  the  south  is  perched  on  Stone  Mountain. 
The  symbolism  here  signified  that  the  memorial  to  the  Confederacy  was 
created  by  the  nation  as  a  whole. 

I  hope  this  somewhat  meets  what  was  in  your  mind.  You 
will  be  glad  to  know  that  the  Mount  Rushmore  work  is  progressing  splen¬ 
didly. 


Mr.  H.R.Hedman, 

1158  Center  St., 

Chicago,  Illinois. 


Sincerely  yours, 
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Laura  Gardin  Fraser 
ELEVEN  O'CLOCK  ROADS 
WESTPORT.  CONNECTICUT 
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ANTHONY  dc  FRANCISCI 


New  York  City 

338  Weatl3th  Street  , 

January  30th  1937. 


H. R.  Hedman  Eaq. , 
1168  Center  Street, 
Chioago , ilinoie. 


I>ear  Mr.  Hedman; 

The  symbolism  of  the  obverse 
of  the  Maine  Centennial  Half  lollar  is 
aimply  the  Maine  State  Seal;  the  reverse 
conveys  a  pine  wreath;  Maine  state  flower 
being  the  Pine. 
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Cyrus  E.  Dallin 

se  Oakland  Avenue  /V'T'I  //  /  ^7  *7 

Arlington  Heights.  Mass.  /  /  rLC<s\-  ,  •'  7  • 
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STUDIO  OF 

jSSculptor  ^ompeo  (fioppini 

2 1 0  West  I  4th  Street 
New  York  City 

ToJephone  CHclsea  3-5544 

Mr.Ki  rbvt  R, Redman,  May  17»1937t 

1158  Center  St .  , 

Chicago,  Hdlinois 
My  dear  Herbert, 

Your  letter  of  January  19th  about  my  Texas 
commemorative  coin  lies'  before  me, offering  me  an  opportune 
ity  to  do  a  little  lying  in  return. 

I : have  not  answered  you  before  because  my  muse  has  been 

inn  a  sanatorium.  ..  Y-  . 

I  :got  the  idea  for  my  c<*in  from  the  syzer  oronze  statue 

called  Rotary  that  stands  on  its  pedestal  in  the  offices  Gf 
Chicago  Rotary  in  the  Hotel  Sherman. This  was  my  creation 
when  I  was  a  member  of  Chicago  Rotary  from  ljlo  to  1922. The 
silver  bronze  statue  there  is  HTread*ae  I  saw  him  just  after 
he*  had  ltet  his  shirt  and  trousers  in  the  depress  ion .He  made 
it  30  hot  for  me  that  I  was  forced  to  move  to  New  York .where 
I.have  been  a  member  of  Rotary  ever  since .Previous  to  all 
this  I  was  a  member  of  Notary  in  San  Antinio  until  1916, 

Se  riou  sly  ,  thought  e  rb ,  I- - Tredd- - am  ’writing  this  letter. 

By  a  coincidence  Mrs  Tread  and  I  happened  into  "Pep“  Coppini’s 
studio  to  renew  old  friendships  a  few  moments  ago, on  our  way 
to  the  Rotary  C  onvention  at  Mice. I  saw  Pep*  3  mold  of  the  coin 
on  the  wall  and  said  "I  have  a  fiiend  in  Chicago  who  specialize® 
on  proof  coins'JPep  said  "X  have  a  letter  here  from  a  man  in 
Chicago  who  I’m  ashamed  10  say  I  havenict  -written  to"  and  he 
showed  me  your  letter  and  thi3  typewr i te r.Ybmr  letter  ’was  good, 

Ik  can’t  hand  the  old  boy(a  vigorous  young  sculptor )as  much  for 
this  machine  or  ny3elf,his  Secretary  pro  tern.  (By  th-  way  ask 
"Schmitty"  in  our  club  office  abour  our  beloved  Pep  Coppini) 

I  feel  so  "cordial"  after  three  of  Pep’s  drinks  ofthe  sane 
moninke r( remember  I’m  on  leave) the  I  could  put  more  symbolism 
into  his  1J34  T  exas  coin  than  he  ever  dreamed  of, but  he  * fe  afraid 
of  me, He  says  the  American  eagle  in  the  coin  is  liable  to  look 
like  a  bird  of  paradise  to  m  in  my  present  condi tion .Howe ve rl 
CAN  say  fehy  that  the  three  figures  ofh&mans  on  his  coin  are  thoee 
of  three  old  girls  of  his  who  were  great  on  f ormjl  1  I  'They  passed 
him  up  because  he  had  halitosis. H  e  replied  "just  for  fckfct  I’d 
pass  you  up  for  four  bits". And  he  did. 

But  now  that  I’ve  got  &im  mellowed, he  h as  promised  me  that 
he’ll  write  you  at  the  first  opportunity  to  give  you /the  real 
symbolism. H  e’s  •  oing  to  San  Antonio  to  execute  a  new J00 ^ 000 
(the  small  zeros  represent  the  depreciated  dollar3)or  to 
execute  some  prairie  dogs  or  something  like  that. Pep  says  it’s 
to  be  a  cenotaph) see  description  enclosed  herewith ) .Aceno taph 
bears  some  relationship  to  our  lute  President  Taft, I  believe. 

Well, enough  of  this  nonsense  in  which  I  hppe  you'll  detect 
an  underlying  note  of  fondness  for  these  dear  friends  of  ours. 
You’  11  hear  from  hin  from  Texas  or  here. Till  we  return, 
our  very  best  to  you  and  Mrs.Hedman, 
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r roiun  Biddle,  Attorney  General 

f  pouk  C  .  \V  alker,  Poitmaiter  General 

I  rank  l\nox.  Secretary  of  the  fi£avy 

Harold  L.  I  ekes.  Secretary  of  the  Interior 

C  lou  Je  P.  \\  ickard,  Secretary  of  A  griculture 

frames  Perkins,  Secretary  oj  Labor 

Pofert  P.  Jackson,  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
James  f.  Bijrnes,  War  Mobilization  Director 
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PIOMEER  MEMORIAL 

I  ndopsinq  ScpoII 

Hmn)  A.  Wollace.  Vice  President 

Cordell  Hull,  Secretary  of  State 

Henrq  VI orqenlhau,  Jr.,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 

Henrq  I..  Slimson,  Secretary  of  War 

Francis  Biddle,  Attorney  General 

F rani  C.  Waller,  Postmaster  General 

Fronl  Knox,  Secretary  of  the  tTfJavy 

Harold  L.  Ides,  Secretary  of  the  Interior 

Claude  P.  Wiclord,  Secretary  of  Agriculture 

F ponces  Peplins,  Secretary  oj  Labor 

PoUt  H.  J  nelson,  Associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 

Jomes  F.  Bqmes,  War  Mobilization  Director 
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I  K  M  I  k  VltMC  RIAL 

Indorsing  St  poll 

Mimpii  A  W  ullut«.  k  ice  President 

Cordell  \  u!l.  Secretary  of  State 

Mpni't)  Sloegen)kiou,  Jr.,  Secretary  of  the  Treaiury 

Henrg  I  .  St  imion,  Secretory  of  W  or 

f~  rone  is  Biddle,  Attorney  General 

k  C  Walk  er,  Postmaster  General 
R  rank  Kno»,  Secretary  of  the  Z\^aVy 
Harold  L.  I  ekes,  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
Claude  R.  Wickord,  Secretary  of  A griculture 
R poitfti  Perkins,  Secretary  oj  Labor 

Robert  H.  Jackson,  A  ssociate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
James  H  Dt|rnes,  kP ar  \1  obilizahon  Director 
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STUDIO  OF 

JiScuIptor  ^pompao  (Eoppini 

210  West  14th  Street 
New  York  City 

Telephone  CHelse*  3*5544 

May  13-  1937 


Rotarian  H,  R.  Hedman 
11^8  Center  Street 
Chicago  -  Illinois 


Dear  He rber  t : 

The  happy  visit  of  Tread  and  hie  wife  to  my 
Studio  made  me  discover  that  not  knowingly  I  have  ne¬ 
glected  answering  an  old  request  of  yours  whom  from 
now  on  I  should  remember  you  as  a  friend  and  try  to 
meet  you  when  I  shall  visit  Chicago  again.  The  fact, 

.as  you  see,  that  I  had  not  iestroyed  your  letter,  as 
I  often  do  when  called  to  send  authog raph3  and  other 
flattering  demands,  it  must  have  been  that  a  strange 
feeling  suggested  to  me  that  you  were  not  worth  such 
a  rash  treatment.  My  earnest  apologies.  And  now  here 
to  my  conception  of  the  Texas  Centennial  Half-Dollar: 

On  the  obverse  I  intended  to  show  the  American  Bgle  ha¬ 
ving  corne  down  as  to  shield  the  Lone  Star  State  while 
resting  on  a  branch  of  oak,  representing  life  and  str- 
enght . 

The  reverse  has  been  my  greatest  trouble,  as,  as  an  adop¬ 
ted  son  of  Texas  and  an  enthusiastic  admirer  of  its 
history,  I  wanted  to  put  all  the  symbolism  I  could  in 
that  small  space  at  the  sacrifice  of  artistic  simpli¬ 
city  and  beauty,  and  vrhile  I  know  the  composition  is 
too  crowded  and  artistically  faulty,  I  an  proud  of  it 
a3  no  human  could  have  told  more  on  a  reverse  of  a  coin. 
Texas  has  been  under  six  flags.  They  are  fineUy  super¬ 
posed  by  the  word  "  LIBERTY  ".  The  two  heads  of  Stephen 
F,  Austin,  the  colonizer  impresario  who  sacriced  not 
not  only  hi3  fortune,  but  hie  whole  life  for  the  well 
fare  and  settlement  of  his  adopted  State  according  to 
the  last  wishes  of  his  father  Moses  Austin,  and  who 
really  is  entitled  to  the  name  "Lather  of  Texas  "  and 
the  other;  General  Sam  Houston,  that  picturesque  and 
romantic  figure  irifted  by  love  disappointment  from 
the  Governors'high  position  of  Tennessee  to  Texas  for 
adventure,  who  became  Chief  of  the  Cherocxee  Indian 
tribes  and  later  chief  of  the  Texas  Any  of  Independen¬ 
ce,  finilly  winning  it  from  Mexico  at  the  Battle  of 
Sar;  Jacinto,  end  also  called  by  a  faction  "  Lather  of 
Texas.  I  could  not  have  placed  either  him  or  Austin 
alone,  as  I  would  have  conflicted  with  the  half  of 
Texas  Historians  public  opinion.  Then  t  .  U 

winged  firunr  of  +ht  youthful  Republic  holding  dear 
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STUDIO  OF 

Sculptor  ^lontpeo  (Ccppini 

210  West  1 4th  Street 
New  York  City 

Telephone  CHelsea  3-5544 


next  to  her  heart  the  Chapel  of  San  Antonio  de  Valero, 
v/hich  was  part  of  the  Presidio  called  the  Alamo  arid 
commonly  known,  as  the  Alamo,  where  l8l  brave  men  under 
the  leadership  of  Col,  Travis  refused  to  run  away  or 
surrender  and  fought  &000  fresh  LTexicsn  soldiers  to 
the  last,  being  finally  m&se?,c rated  and  their  bodies 
burned  a  funeral  pyre  furnished  by  the  enemy.  The 
young  Republic  isir.eftlirig  and  placing  a  laurel  wrtoth 
over  this  sacred  shrine  of  Texas  Liberty  and  Indepen¬ 
dence,  Underneath  the  battle  cr3r:  Remember  the  Alamo, 
which  was  responsible  fv<r  giving  superhuman  strefht 
to  the  Houston  small  Army  in  ban  Jacinto  and  ultimately 
winning  the  Texas  Independence. 

And  here  ends  the  story  of  my  Haf  Dollar, 
and  you  are  the  only  one  who  so  far  has  received  it 
from  me  in  writing,  thanks  to  our  dear  friend  Tread 
and  to  our  Rotary  affiliation. 

If  you  ever  happen  to  come  to  Lew  York, 
please  drop  in  my  studio.  I  would  like  to  meet  you. 

Again  with  sincere  apologies  for  not  having 
answered  before  now  your  January  19th.  request, 

With  best  wishes, 


Rotarily  yours  , 
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Commemoratives 

All  Uncirculated 


1892  Columbian . $  .95 

1 89,3  Columbian  . 85 

1915  Panama  Pacific  .  11.00 

1920  Maine .  3.00 

1920  Pilgrim  .  1.25 

1921  Pilgrim  .  6.00 

1921  Missouri .  14.50 

1921  Missouri  2*4  .  19.50 

1921  Alabama  .  3.50 

1921  Alabama  2x2  .  10.00 

1922  Grant  .  1.50 

1923  Monroe  .  1.50 

1924  Huguenot-Walloon  .  2.00 

1925  Lexington  Concord  ....  1.50 

1925  Stone  Mountain . 75 

1925  California  .  2.25 

1925  Fort  Vancouver  .  6.00 

1926  Sesquicentennial  .  1.50 

1926  Oregon  .  1.10 

1926  “S”  Oregon  .  1.10 

1927  Bennington  .  2.00 

1928  Oregon  .  3.50 

1934  Maryland  .  1.40 

1934  Texas  .  1.20 

1934  Boone  .  2.50 

1935  Connecticut .  2.50 

1935  Spanish  Trail  .  3.50 

1935  Boone  P,  D  &  S  .  8.50 

1936  Cleveland  .  1.10 

1936  Wisconsin  .  1.25 

1936  York  County .  1.25 

1936  Barnum  .  1.95 

1936  Elgin  .  1.45 

1936  Albany  .  1.75 

1936  San  Francisco  .  1.95 

1936  Columbia.  S.C.,  PD&S  .  .  7.50 

1937  Roanoke  .  1.75 

1936  Delaware  .  1.90 

1938  New  Rochelle  .  1.90 

1936  Gettysburg  .  1.75 

1926  $2.50  Gold  Sesqui .  5.00 


Satisfaction  Guaranteed 
Postpaid,  Insurance  extra  under  $5. 

JAMES  P.  RANDALL 

107  S.  DEARBORN  STREET 
CHICAGO,  ILLINOIS 


Lincolns 


1909  . 10 

1909  S  .  .35 

1909  VDB . 15 

1909  S  VDB . Will  Pay  1.00 

1910  S  . 06 

1911  S  . 06 

1911  D . 06 

1912  S  . 06 

1912  D . 06 

1913  S  . 06 

1913  D . 06 

1914  S  . 08 

1914  D  . Will  Pay  .50 

1915  S  . 06 

1915  D . 06 

1916  S  and  D  to  1921 . 03 

1921  S . 05 

1922  D . 12 

1923  S  . 08 

1924  S  . 08 

1924  D . 30 

1925  S  and  D  . 03 

1926  S . 10 

1926  D  . 04 

1927  S  and  D,  to  1930  S  and  D  .03 

1931  . 10 

1931  S  . 35 

1931  D . 15 

1932  . 10 

1932  D  . 08 

1933  . 10 

1933  D . 10 

1934  D  to  1937  S  and  D . 03 

1937  PDS  Uncirculated,  each..  .05 

1938  PDS  Uncirculated  each..  .05 

1939  PDS  Uncirculated  each..  .05 


Considering  the  high  quality  of 
the  coins  listed  above  and  the  small 
profit  involved  at  these  prices,  we 
would  appreciate  that  postal  char¬ 
ges  be  added  on  all  small  orders. 

Immediate  delivery. 

Jean  de  St.  Mart 

A.N.A.  7542 

9118  West  Third  Street 
Beverly  Hills,  California 


November  Bargains 

Below  are  listed  a  few  of  the  coi  is  lhal  I 
have  for  sale.  Order  now  and  also  include 
your  sound  selection  as  I  have  onl>  a  small 
supply  of  these  coins. 

U.S.  SILVER  DOLLARS 
1797  plugged  flood  $1.75;  1799  Good  $11.95 
1  Ha;{.  47,  70  Fine  each  1.50 


1878, 

79. 

85. 

86. 

87, 

88.  98.  1904. 

921. 

F 

‘ine 

each 

1878 

Trade  Dolla 

r 

1900 

Washinj 

gton 

La 

fayette  Dollar. 

fair 

U. 

S.  HAL 

F  DOLLARS 

1  806. 

07. 

09, 

10. 

ii. 

12.  14.  17,  18 

20. 

( 

lond 

each 

1826, 

30. 

31, 

34. 

35. 

Fine 

each 

1853. 

56, 

57. 

62.  7 

0.  7 

'3.  74.  75.  78.  < 

d  ea 

U.S 

.  QUARTERS 

1805. 

06. 

07. 

15. 

18. 

Good,  each 

18.35. 

36. 

39. 

40, 

42. 

43.  45.  53.  54 

.  56. 

5 

>7.  58.  f 

;i.  6 

2,  6ft.  72.  Good  ea 

ch 

18.34. 

47. 

50, 

51. 

58. 

65.  Fine,  eacl 

TWENTY  CENT  PIECES 


1975.  75  Good  each  $.50;  1975.  75  VF  .75 

DIMES 

1805.  14  Good  each  $1.25;  1809  food  2.50 


1820, 

25.  33. 

34. 

40. 

4  3. 

4  5. 

50. 

52.  54. 

5 

5.  56.  60. 

61. 

66. 

82. 

86. 

87 .  90 

Good 

each 

18.39. 

<12.  47. 

49. 

53. 

57. 

58. 

69. 

73.  74. 

80,  83,  84.  85.  89.  91.  Fine,  each  .65 


NICKELS 


1866, 

67,  68.  70.  72.  Fine 

each 

.65 

1883. 

89.  92.  96.  97.  99.  Good 

each 

.15 

HALF  DIMES 

1829. 

31.  32.  36.  39.  42.  44.  47. 

50.  52. 

6 

5.  56.  57,  5ft.  59,  60,  71,  Fine,  each 

.50 

1834. 

35.  38.  40,  41,  43.  44.  47. 

48.  49. 

5 

1.  52.  53.  54.  62.  68.  70.  72. 

Gd,  ea. 

.35 

1830.  32.  4.3  70.  Uncirculated  each  .75 

SILVER  THREE  CENTS 
1852.  53.  54.  58.  59.  60.  61.  62.  VC.  ea.  .45 
NICKEL  THREE  CENTS 
1865.  67.  68.  69.  70.  71,  72.  73.  7  1.  75 

76.  81,  88,  89.  Very  Good  each  .15 


TWO  CENT  PIECES 

:  an  co  cn  r  f\  r:  1 


1  864. 

65. 

66, 

67.  68, 

69. 

70. 

71 

VG 

ea. 

to 

BIG 

CENTS 

1  803. 

07. 

10. 

12.  14. 

20. 

24. 

25. 

26, 

29. 

30.  3.7 

:.  34 

.  35.  38.  41 

.  42 

.  4 

4  G. 

ea 

.36 

1817. 

18. 

19. 

27.  31. 

40. 

42. 

43, 

46. 

48. 

1! 

I.  51 

.  53 

.  64.  65, 

.  56. 

57. 

Fi 

ne,  each 

.50 

HALF 

CENTS 

1794. 

179 

7,  1 

811  Fair  Each 

$i 

.00 

1804. 

25. 

26, 

29.  35. 

51. 

54. 

VC 

7d.  each 

.45 

1809, 

28. 

33. 

34,  53. 

55. 

56. 

57 

VF 

ea. 

.65 

COMMEMORATIVE  COINS 

1893  Isabella  Quarter  Unc.  $2.00 

19.36  Span  Tr.  $5.00;  Hudson  Unc.  8.00 

19.36  Lynchburg  Unc.  3.50 

1939  Proof  Set.  5  pcs.  $2.75  per  set 
Postage  extra  on  all  orders  und  >r  $5.00 

Borden  L.  Hanee,  Jr. 

A.N.A.  4395 

74  WEST  FRONT  STREET 
RED  BANK.  NEW  JERSEY 
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The  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine, 


Say  You  Saw  It  In  The  Numismal  c  Scrapbool 


The  attached  was  forwarded 
in  the  November,  1S3S  issue  o± 
are  truly  AMAZING! t ! 


to  me  by  Helen  Carmody .  Bill  livaz 
The  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine. 


located  this 
Those  prices 


4  7  . 


well  mends,  that's  the  end  ol  The  trail  lor  this  issue.  The  next 
issue* is'already  in  production,  but  its  not  too  late  to  send  in  your  article, 
letter,  photograph  or  anything.  1  hope  that  you  have  lound  this  issue 
entertaining.  1  would  like  to  thank  Helen  Carmody ,  Kay  Mercer,  Michael  lurnni, 
Steve  Szenay  and  all  ol  our  letter  writers.  All  of  you  made  this  issue  very 
special.  1  think  we  will  have  some  goodies  ready  lor  the  next  issue.  So,  stay 

tuned . 


•4b  . 


